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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheemess . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 
Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  reports  on  the  health 
of  the  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  for 
the  year  1958. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General's  estimate,  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Island  is  now  28,290,  an  increase  of  90  over  last 
year's  figure.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths,  was  139. 

Details  of  vital  statistics  for  the  three  districts  and 
the  Island  as  a  whole  may  be  found  in  Tables  I  and  II.  In  these 
tables  it  will  be  seen  that  - 

(a)  The  birth  rate  was  16.9  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
an  increase  of  1.1  over  1957.  This  was  almost  entirely  due  to 

a  big  increase  in  the  number  of  births  in  Sheerness,  although  the 
Sheppey  R.D.  figure  rose  again  slightly. 

(b)  The  death  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  the  year  before, 
12.0  against  11.8,  and  this  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
period  1951-58.  Although  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  whole 
Island  was  only  slightly  higher  than  1957,  there  was  a  sharp  rise 
in  the  number  occurring  in  the  Rural  District. 

(c)  Twelve  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died,  the  same  as 
last  year,  and  the  rate  of  25.1  is  a  satisfactory  one.  Seven  of 
the  12  were  early  no o-natal  deaths,  that  is  less  than  one  week  old, 
This  is  the  hard  core  of  infant  mortality  that  is  difficult  to 
reduce.  Table  I  shows  that  all  three  districts  have  good  average 
rates  for  the  period  1951-58. 

I  have  again  included  Table  III  showing  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  lung  since  1950  and  the  number  of  such  deaths  is  considerab] 
smaller  than  usual  and  the  lowest  since  1951. 

Table  IV  gives  details  of  infectious  disease  in  1958  and  for 
the  previous  4  years.  So  far  as  the  totals  for  the  Island  are 
concerned,  there  is  very  little  change  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Whooping  Gough,  but  all  districts  suffered  a  Measles 
epidemic  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  a  total  of  548  cases  being 
notified.  Poliomyelitis  was  not  very  prevalent  throughout  the 
country  and  none  occurred  on  the  Island.  There  were  no  outbreaks 
of  Food  Poisoning  but  one  case  was  notified  in  which  no  trace  of 
the  cause  could  be  found. 
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Table  V  shows  incidence  rates  and  death  rates  of  Tuberculosis 
in  5-yc-ar  periods  and  for  1956-58.  The  Island  figures  show  that 

,  1^1G1(^Gnce  has  fallen  slightly  while  the  death  rate  has  fallen 

sharply. 

,  ,,Ile’fca^ls  of  tho  Mass  Radiography  Survey  that  was  carried  out 
a,  + ,  ^  ^957  arG  given  on  page  10.  The  number  of  people 

who  attended  for  X-ray  represents  about  2%  of  the  eligible 
population.  Finally,  on  pages  11,  12  and  13  are  figures  relating 
o  School  Medical  Inspection  and  I  would  point  out  that  under  para 
WJ  1,/jl  children  were  examined  and  their  general  health  was 
considered  satisfactory  in  every  case. 

.In  September,  the  County  Council  extended  their  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  scheme  to  include  those  aged  from  15  to  26.  When  one 
^onsidors  the  publicity  that  is  given  to  the  occurrence  of  this 
iiscase  and  in  consequence  how  polio-minded  the  public  are,  it  is 
surprising  that  only  about  4 6%  of  the  under  fifteens  and  8 cjo  of  the 
Y . “26  group  have  been  vaccinated.  Unlike  Smallpox  vaccination 
vmch  gives  a  certain  amount  of  immediate  immunity,  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  does  not  do  this  and  it  is  therefore,  unwise  to  put 
Dii  vaccination  until  the  disease  occurs  in  the  district. 

Work  on  the  Sheppey  Water  Board’s  ultimate  water  supply 
scheme  was  actively  proceeded  with  during  the  year,  bulk  supply 
igieements  being  completed  with  H.M.  Prison  Commissioners  for  a 
from  the  Prison  at  Eastchurch,  and  with  the  Sittingbourne 
c  mil  ton  U.D.C.  Trial  boreholes  were  sunk  at  three  sites  in  the 
! aver sham  area  and  test  pumping  took  place  with  satisfactory 
Jesuits.  Also  contracts  were  let  for  (a)  the  18”  Trunk  Main  from 
>i t cingbourne  to  Sheppey,  with  an  8"  spur  main  to  Southdown 
?eservoir,  (b)  a  now  one  million  gallon  reservoir  and  50,000  gallon 

fater  tower  at  Kingsborough  Hill,  and  (c)  a  9"  main  from  Eastchurch 
;o  Leysdown. 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Stobie,  Engineer  &  Manager  of  the  Shoppe-v¬ 
iator  Board,  for  his  cooperation  and  assistance  during  the  year 
md  also  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  my  clerical  staff  for* 
iheir  help  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  and  for  the  smooth 
’mining  of  the  department » 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Table  I  shows  the  birth  and  mortality  rates  for  10  year 
periods  since  1901  and  the  period  1951-1958  and  Table  II  shows 
the  chief  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Island  for  the  past  5  years. 


TABLE  I 


] 

1 

i 

Period 

: 

i 

Birth 

Rate 

Illegitimate 
/>  of  live 
Births 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

1901-1910 ! 

31.8 

NK 

12.5 

79.6 

1 

1911-1920 

26.6 

2.7 

9.8 

86.8 

Queenbo rough 

1921-1930 

13.0 

2.6 

8.5 

78.7 

M.B. 

1931-1940 

17.3 

4.2 

9.6 

48.7 

i 

1941-1950 

22.3 

5.3 

10.5 

37.8 

! 

1951-1958 

17.6 

4.9 

10.4 

20.0 

1901-1910 

23.0 

NK 

10.7 

115.5 

. 

1911-1920 

24.5 

2.1 

13.3 

90.2 

Sheerness 

1921-1930 

18.4 

2.5 

11.1 

60 . 2 

U.D. 

1931-1940 

13.8 

4.1 

11.7 

49.9 

1941-1950 

20.0 

6.7 

13.0 

32.2 

1951-1958 

16.5 

6.5 

11.4 

27.3 

1925-1930 

15.6 

3.7 

9.1 

46.8 

r>n  -r>  -t-n 

1931-1940 

15.7 

3.4 

10.3 

32.0 

oheppy^  R.D. 

1941-1950 

22.2 

6.7 

11.0 

34.8 

1951-1958 

14.4 

6.0 

11.2 

25.1 

1901-1910 

23.8 

NK 

10.9 

111.2 

1911-1920 

24.8 

2.2 

12.7 

89.6 

Isle  of 

1921-1930 

17.9 

2.7 

10.4 

61.0 

Sheppey 

1931-1940 

14.7 

3.9 

11.1 

44.5 

1941-1950 

21.2 

6.5 

12.0 

33.7 

j 

1951-1958 

15.9 

6.1 

11.2 

25.8 

TABLE  II 
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MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  OP  THE  LUNG 
AND  BRONCHUS 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  the  above 
during  the  past  nine  years  with  age  and  sex  distribution. 

The  totals  of  93  and  13  for  the  nine  years  represent 
1  in  16  of  all  male  deaths  during  that  period  and  1  in  98  of 
all  female  deaths.  One-third  of  the  deaths  have  occurred  in 
persons  under  the  age  of  60  years  which  is  one  of  the  most 
disquieting  features  of  the  disease. 


TABLE  III 


Year 

30-40 
M  P 

40-50 
M  P 

50-60 
M  P 

60-70 
M  P 

70-80 
M  F 

80-90 
M  P 

Totals 

M  P 

1950 

2  - 

3  - 

3  - 

1  1 

1  - 

10  1 

1951 

—  — 

—  — 

1  - 

1  - 

1  - 

—  — 

3  - 

1952 

1  - 

2  - 

3  - 

2  - 

2  1 

—  — 

10  1 

1953 

—  — 

1  1 

5  - 

4  1 

2  - 

1  - 

13  2 

1954 

—  — 

1  - 

1  - 

8  2 

2  - 

—  — 

12  2 

1955 

—  — 

1  - 

4  - 

8  1 

7  - 

—  — 

20  1 

1956 

—  — 

—  — 

4  1 

3  2 

5  - 

—  — 

12  3 

1957 

—  — 

2  - 

1  - 

6  1 

2  1 

—  — 

11  2 

1958 

—  — 

—  — 

2  1 

2  - 

3  - 

—  — 

7  1 

Totals 

1  - 

9  1 

24  2 

37  7 

25  3 

2  - 

98  13 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Taole  IV  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  on  the 
sland  during  the  past  five  years. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Table  V  shows  the  case  rates  and  death  rates  of  Tuberculosis 
per  1,000  of  the  population  for  5-year  periods  since  1926. 


TABLE  V 


1 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

i 

1  Queenborough  M.B 
1926-1930 

1.40 

0.89 

0.25 

0.00 

1931-1935 

1.13 

0 . 66 

0.06 

0.00 

1936-1940 

0.61 

0.41 

0.06 

0.00 

1941-1945 

0.96 

0.88 

0.07 

0.14 

1946-1950 

1.07 

0.47 

0.06 

0.00 

1951-1955 

0.69 

0.12 

0 . 06 

0.06 

1956-1958 

0.31 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

Sheemess  U.D. 

1926-1930 

1.12 

0.80 

0.28 

0.04 

1931-1935 

0.83 

0.61 

0.24 

0.12 

1936-1940 

0.65 

0.43 

0.18 

0.05 

1941-1945 

0.55 

0.49 

0.09 

0.04 

1946-1950 

0.93 

0.41 

0.10 

0.00 

1951-1955 

0.69 

0.19 

0.06 

0.05 

1956-1958 

0.82 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Sheppey  R.D. 

1926-1930 

1.37 

0 . 66 

0.44 

0.11 

1931-1935 

0.88 

0.75 

0.36 

0.09 

1936-1940 

0.29 

0.31 

0.12 

0.02 

1941-1945 

0.61 

0.42 

0.19 

0.05 

1946-1950 

0.94 

0.32 

0.20 

0.07 

1951-1955 

0.97 

0.21 

0.17 

0.02 

1956-1958 

0.56 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

Isle  of  Sheppey 

0.05 

1926-1930 

1.22 

0.80 

0.31 

1931-1935 

0.88 

0.65 

0.26 

0.10 

1936-1940 

0.54 

0.40 

0.15 

0.03 

1941-1945 

0.62 

0.51 

0.12 

0.06 

1946-1950 

0.95 

0.39 

0.13 

0.02 

1951-1955 

0.78 

0.19 

0.10 

0.04 

1956-1958 

0.67 

0.03 

0.01 

0.00 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Owen  Clarke,  the  Chest  Physician, 

r  he  following  figures  relating  to  Sanatorium  treatment  and 
imc  attendances. 


(i)  Institutions  to  which  patients  were  admitted  during 


Keyeol  Sanatorium  .  20  patients 

Preston  Hall .  6 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital, 

Margate  .  1 


(ii)  Patients  from  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  who  attended  the 
Chest  Clinic  during  the  year  - 


Men 

Women 

Children 
B  G 

Number  of  attendances  made  by 
new  patients  ...  . . . 

76 

56 

17 

25 

Attendances  made 

by  new 

contacts 

7 

7 

26 

Attendances  made 

by  old 

patients 

387 

260 

38 

32 

Attendances  made 

by  old 

contacts 

19 

57 

197 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 


Mass  Radiography  Surveys  were  carried  out  on  the  Island 
at  the  end  of  1957  and  the  following  tahle  gives  particulars  of 
the  results  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Rees-Jones,  Medical 
Director  of  the  Service. 

Briefly,  a  total  of  6,214  persons  attended,  52$  of  them 
for  the  first  time;  this  was  an  increase  of  nearly  12$  on  the 
attendances  at  the  Survey  held  in  1955. 

The  numbers  discovered  to  have  either  Active  or  Inactive 
Tuberculosis,  viz.,  7  and  46  respectively,  also^show  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  miniature  films  taken,  as 
in  1955  there  were  9  found  with  Active  and  73  with  Inactive 
Tuberculosis . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Act 

M 

ive  Ilia 

Tuberculos 

F  j  M 

ctive 

is 

F 

- - — 

Cancer  ol 
Lung 

M  j  F 

— - - - - — - - - 

Sheerness 

(public) 

1226 

1703 

2929 

4 

10 

14 

1 

- 

( schools) 

626 

533 

1159 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Leys down 

91 

73 

164 

— 

— 

1 

p 

~ 

- 

Minster 

178 

342 

520 

— 

1 

1 

4 

East church 

77 

80 

157 

3 

— 

- 

- 

Queenborough 

(public) 

716 

473 

1189 

1 

— 

9 

2 

_ 

- 

( schools) 

51 

45 

96 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

— 

— 

j  Totals 

2965 

3249 

- - 

6214 

6 

1 

24 

..22 

1 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
ollowing  figures  relating  to  the  medical  inspection  of  school 
children  on  the  Island  during  1958  - 


(a)  Number  cf  inspections: 

(i)  Peiiodic: 

Entrants . 

Second  age  group 
Third  age  group . 
Others  . 

(ii)  Special  inspections  ... 

(iii)  Re-Inspections  . 


479 

572 

61 

619 

130 

421 


( d)  Number  found  to  require  treatment: 


G-roup 

T 

For 

!  defective 

I  vision 

K excluding 
squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  (c) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

i 

I 

Entrants  . 

23 

20 

43  1 

Second  age  group  . 

48 

31 

75 

Third  age  group  . 

Other  periodic 

f 

3 

9  ! 

inspections . 

- - - - - - 

57  | 

30 

CO 

Totals  . . . 

135 

— 

84 

211 

12 


(c)  Return  of  defects  found  by  medical  inspection! 


1 

1  1 

Refect  or  Disease 

1 

! 

1 

j 

PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 
No.  of  Defects 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 
No.  of  Defects 

i 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to  ] 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  t 
be  kept  und 
observatio 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Skin 

! 

20 

12 

1 

— 

Eyes( 

Ja)Vision 

135 

69 

9 

1 

,b) Squint 

17 

9 

- 

- 

[c)0ther 

12 

7 

3 

— 

'Ears 

'a)Hearing 

3 

28 

1 

4 

(b)Otitis  media 

1 

25 

— 

- 

(c) Other 

— 

1 

1 

- 

!Nose 

or  Throat 

3 

26 

- 

— 

(Speech 

4 

33 

— 

— 

Lymphatic  Glands 

— 

8 

— 

— 

iHeart  &  Circulation 

2 

27 

— 

— 

Lungs 

6 

11 

— 

2 

Development : 

(a)Hernia 

— 

6 

— 

— 

j 

(b)Other 

1 

12 

— 

— 

(Orthopaedic ; 

i 

(a)Posture 

1 

21 

— 

— 

(b)Flat  Feet 

3 

23 

1 

— 

(c) Other 

8 

24 

1 

2 

Nervous  systems 

(a) Epilepsy 

5 

— 

— 

l 

(b) Other 

3 

— 

— ■ 

(Psychological  i 

1 

(a) Development 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

(b) Stability 

3 

11 

1 

— 

Abdomen 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Other 

3 

6 

1 

1 

i — - — - - - - — — 

Totals 

224 

|  381 

20 

11 

13 


.  Classification  of  general  health  of  pupils  inspected 

iring  the  year  -  ^ 


!  No .  of 

Age  groups  pupils 

inspected 

i  _  1 

Satisfactory1 Unsatisfactory 

Intrants .  479 

Jecond  .  572 

'hird .  j  61 

others .  I  619 

479  -  1 

572 

61 

619  | 

Totals  ...  I  1731 

- 1 - 

1731  ! 

(e)  Defective  vision  and  squints 

Number  of  defect 

„  „  , .  .  dealt  with 

nrrors  oi  refraction  (including  squint)  269 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  ...  3 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed  . . .  100 

(f)  Dental  inspection  and  treatments 


Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority* s 

^  Dental  Officers  . 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

Number  actually  treated  . 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  .. 

Infestation  with  vermins 


636 

336 

335 

1809 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 
schools  by  the  school  nurses  or  other 
authorised  persons  . 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 
to  be  infested  . 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect 
of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 
(Section  54(2)  Education  Act ,  1944)  ... 


5825 

92 

63 


QUEENBOROUGK  TOWN  COUNCIL 

1953 


Mayor; 

Councillor  S.J.W.  Byrne 
Deputy-Mayor  s 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.S.  Weekes,  J.P. 
Aldermen; 

Mrs.  M.  Dobner  R.  D.  Sharrock 
Miss  D.  L.  Wood 
E.  Thompson  (died  November) 


Councillors ; 

J.W.N.  Bromley 
H.  C.  Carter 
W.  Elanagan 
H.  G.  Harris 
S .  Houldershaw 

G. H.  Lerpiniere 

H. E.  Quaint ance 
J«W*  Songhurst 

D. H.  Thomsett 

E. J.  Y/hitaker 


Chairman  of  Health  Committee 


Town  Clerk; 
R.  Marshall 


Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector 
W.  E.  Dodds 
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Public  Health  Department , 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 


To  the  Queenborough  Town  Council 
Ir.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
lealth  of  Queenborough  during  the  year  1958. 

The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  to  be 
$,200  which  is  10  fewer  than  the  year  before.  The  birth  rate 
/as  18.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  lower  than  the  year 
before  but  still  above  the  recent  average.  The  corrected  rate 
/as  18.8  compared  with  16.4  for  England  &  Wales. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1956  and  1957  was  extremely  high 
md  it  is  therefore  pleasing  to  note  that  the  total  during  1958 
ras  back  to  normal.  The  34  deaths  give  a  rate  of  10.6.  The 
:orrected  death  rate  was  11.9  as  compared  with  11.7  for  the  whole 
sountry . 

One  stillbirth  was  registered  but  no  deaths  of  infants 
mder  the  age  of  one  year.  In  the  past  10  years  there  have  been 
inly  12  infant  deaths,  giving  an  average  rate  of  22.0  per  1,000 
.ive  births.  For  England  &  Wales  this  rate  dropped  to  another 
Lew  low  record,  22.5 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough  and  a  small 
spidemic  of  Measles  early  in  the  year  which  accounted  for  the 
Lajority  of  the  87  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified. 

I  should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Dodds,  the  Surveyor  &  Public 
health  Inspector,  for  the  excellent  work  he  has  performed,  and 
should  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
health  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout 
he  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  AREA  IN  ACRES 

Land  covered  Ly  water  .  5  n  _ 

Land . .  1098  ; 

A  further  1,272  acres  consists  of  610  acres  of  foreshore 
and  622  acres  subject  to  tidal  waters  and  included  in  this  area 
is  the  harbour  which  is  owned  by  the  Council. 


2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 

for  mid-1958  .  3,200 

This  figure  is  10  less  than  the  1957  estimate.  The  natural 
increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
was  25  in  1958. 


3.  NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  HOUSES  .  1,020 

4.  RATEABLE  VALUE  . .  £37,513 

•» 

5.  SUM  REPRESENTING  PENNY  RATE  .  £154 


SECTION  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 
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1.  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Legitimate  .  38  (29) 

-  (3) 

.  38  (32) 


Females 


Illegitimate 

Totals 


20 

1 

21 


(32) 

(-) 

(32) 


Totals 

58  (61) 

1  (3) 

59  (64) 


2 .  BIRTH  RATE 


Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  18  4  (iq  Q) 

Corrected  Rate  . . . .  ]_8*8  20  N 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  16*.  4-  (15*1) 

3.  STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females  Totals 

Legitimate  .  _  (_)  ^ 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  .  16  7 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . . .  21*6 

4.  INFANT  DEATHS  .  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  0  0 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . . !  22*5 

5.  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  .  1 

This  is  1.7  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 

6.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY .  Nil 


7 .  DEATHS 


(a)  A  total  of  34  deaths  were  registered,  of  which  17  were 
males  and  17  females.  This  is  8  less  than  the  1957  total. 


Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Corrected  Rate  . 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . 


10.6  (13.1) 
11.9  (14.7) 

11.7  (11.5) 


(b)  Table  I  shows  the  number  of  deaths  as  allocated  to  the 
area  by  the  Registrar-General  and  classified  under  the  36  heading 
based. on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  ° 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 


Heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  account  for  47$  of 
the  deaths,  a  figure  similar  to  the  year  before;  respiratorv 
diseases  for  26$  against  only  12$  in  1957,  and  14$  were  due  to 
various  forms  of  cancer  as  compared  with  12$. 
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TABLE  I 

Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

. 

1 .Tuberculosis ,  respiratory  . 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (i: 

2 .Tuberculosis ,  other  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

3. Syphilitic  disease  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-: 

4. Diphtheria  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-: 

5. Who oping  Cough . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-: 

6. Meningococcal  infections . 

-  (-) 

-  (“) 

-  (- 

7. Acute  poliomyelitis.  ... 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

8. Measles  . 

-  H 

-  (-) 

-  - 

9. Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

-  - 

„  (-) 

-  (- 

10. Malignant  neoplasia,  stomach . 

-  (2) 

-  (-) 

-  (2 

ill .Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

1  (2) 

-  (-) 

1  (2 

12 .Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

il 3. Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

>  (-) 

1  H 

1  (- 

!l4. Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms.. 

3  1) 

3  1 

15 .Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

16. Diabetes  . 

1  (1) 

-  (-) 

1  (1 

17. Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

1  (3) 

-  (4) 

1  (7 

Il8.  Coronary  disease,  angina . 

3  (3) 

3  2) 

6  (5 

jl 9 • Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

-  (1) 

1  (-) 

1  (1 

20. Other  heart  disease . .  ... 

2  (3) 

4  (3) 

6  (6 

i2l. Other  circulatory  disease  . 

1  U 

1  (1) 

2  (2 

22. Influenza  . 

“  (“) 

~  (-) 

-  (- 

j2  3.  Pneumonia  . 

1  (“) 

~  (-) 

1  (- 

2 4. Bronchitis  . 

3  (4) 

5  (-) 

8  (4 

25. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .. 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (1 

2 6. Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1 

27 .Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

~  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

28 .Nenhritis  and  nephrosis . 

~  (-) 

-  (2) 

-  (2 

29 .Hyperplasia  of  prostate . . 

~  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

! 30. Pregnancy ,  childbirth,  abortion . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

3 1 . 0  o ng e ni t  al  mal f  o rmat ions . 

“  (-) 

-  a) 

-  (1 

32. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

-  (2) 

2  (2) 

2  (4 

33. Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

_  / 

34. All  other  accidents  ...  ...  . 

1  (-) 

-  (1) 

1  (1, 

35. Suicide  . 

-  H 

>  (-) 

-  (-. 

36. Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 
— _ 

"  (-. 

All  causes  . . 

17(25) 

17(17) 

34(42! 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1957) 
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(c)  The  following  table 
deaths  occurred  - 


shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the 


TABLE  II 


Under 

1 

year 

1 

i 

1- 

! 

1 

5- 

1 

15- 

k 

j 

35-  45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85  : 

years 
and 
over 

Males 

— 

— 

-  j  4 

4 

1 

4 

4 

Females 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1  i  - 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

4 

M  ft  kk  s  age  at  death  was  70.0  (61.9  in  1957),  being 
69.8  (62.0)  for  the  males  and  70.3  (61.7)  for  the  females.  The 
oldest  male  was  93  and  two  females  reached  the  age  of  91. 


8.  INFANT  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  infant  deaths  during 
the  high  figure  of  3  the  year  before, 
rate  is  shown  by  the  following  figures 


the  year  as  compared  with 
The  downward  trend  of  this 


Rate  for  10  years  1919  -  1928  82.4 

”d°-  1929  -  1938  ..........  57  9 

-do-  1939  -  1948  . . .  38 !  3 

-do-  1949  _  1958  22.0 


A  new  low  record  was  established  for  the  whole  country,  the 
rate  being  22.5  per  1,000  live  births. 
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SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


1.  There  were  87  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
1958  as  compared  with  only  17  during  1957.  50  of  these  were 

Measles,  nearly  all  of  them  occurring  during  April,  and  this 
figure  is  about  the  yearly  average.  A  sporadic  oufbreak  of 
Whooping  Cough  occurred  during  the  first  five  months  and  28  cases 
were  notified,  rather  more  than  usual.  Four  of  the  five  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  July,  three  of  them  simultaneously 
in  one  household. 

Table  III  shows  the  age  distribution  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year. 


TABLE  III 


Age  groups 


Disease 

1 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year 

1 

l 

rn 

' 

• 

10-14 

«d- 

C\J 

1 

LA 

1 — 1 

-e- 

"vh 

1 

LA 

AJ 

'=d_ 

L£> 

1 

LA 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

5 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Who oping  Cough  . 

28 

1 

1 

2 

- 

5 

19 

_ 

— 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

50 

5 

4 

8 

4 

4 

23 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

1 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

.  ..  ... 

'■ 

- 

Totals  . 

87 

7 

6 

10 

4 

10 

_ 

45 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

“  i 

65.  and  over 
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Table  IV  shows 
during  the 

to  hospital  and  the  number 
classification. 


General' s 


the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
year  as  compared  wi bh  those  notified  in  1957 s  removals 

of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar-- 


TABLE  IV 


Disease 


OO  C  9  9 

•  09 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

pi o oping  Cough .  *  ’  * 

Diphtheria .  [  [  ’ 

Measles  . 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal ) 

Erysipelas  . .  ...  ...  . 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para  . 

Non-Para  . . 

Acute  Encephalitis  -  Infective  . . 

Post-infectious 
Dysentery . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid  . 

Malaria  . 

jFood  Poisoning  ... 

[Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


-p 

o 

EH 


u-  i 

lf\ 

OH 

1 — I  I 


H 

-P 

o 

EH 


03 
0 
i — 1 


5 

23 

50 

2 


1 


_ 


Totals . . 


(1) 
(1) 
(-) 
(13) 

(1) 
(-) 
(-) 
-) 
-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 

-  (-) 

1  (1) 


4 

17 

30 

1 


03 
0 
i — I 

a? 

a 

0 

p 


o 

i+p 

P  c3 
0-P 
!>  tH 
O  Ph 
S  03 
0  o 

«  w 


1 

11 

20 

1 


03 

P 

-P 

o3 

0 

P 


!H- 

LfH 

OH 


03 

P 

■P 

0 

p 


t 


1 


87  (17)  |  52 


1 

35 


1 


-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

1  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
~  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (1) 


1  (1) 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

One  new  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notifed,  a  girl 
of  18  years.  The  case  rate  per  1,000  population  for  the  past 
ten  years  is  0.63  as  compared  with  0.96  for  the  previous  similar 
period. 

No  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  only  one  death  has  been  attributed  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  past  six  years. 

Table  V  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register. 


TABLE  V 


i 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

l 

M 

P 

M 

P 

On  Register,  1st  January  1958  .. 

19 

14 

3 

- 

36 

New  notifications  . 

— m 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Transfer  from  other  district  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  during  year  . . 

— 

— 

- 

Removed  from  district.  ...  ... 

" 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  31st  December  1958 

19 

16 

3 

— 

38 

23 


3. 


immunisation  and  vaccination 


■p  -M  I.am  ^de’bted  "fco  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
oarried^u^fuSnglgsS^  *°  vacoinations  ionisations 

(a)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


Yea.r  of 
Birth 

Vaccinated 
|  in  1958 

(2  injections) 

Total  now 
vaccinated 

j 

1958 

1957 

9 

q 

1956 

23 

23 

1955 

40 

40 

1954 

1953 

18 

20 

20 

21 

1952 

17 

20 

1951 

13 

19 

1950 

7 

28 

1949 

7 

34 

1948 

9 

38 

1947 

8 

37 

1946 

20 

20 

1945 

21 

21 

1944 

25 

25 

Earlier 

28 

28 

Totals 

265 

383 

me  above  figures  show  that  although  twice  as  many  children 
were  vaccinated  in  1953  as  in  the  previous  year,  there  is  still 
only  a  total  of  about  40$  protected  against  the  disease. 

(b)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  group 

Primary 

I 

!  Re-vaccinations 

Under  1  . 

1  to  4  . 

5  to  14  . . 

15  and  over  . 

10  (11) 

1  (11) 

-  (  -) 

1  (  1) 

i  i  i — ii 

i  i  i  i 

Totals  .... 

12  (23) 

1 

i — 1 

1 

,,  ,  Thes9  figures  together  with  those  of  previous  years  show 

t  tV!^01nf  t°MSai\ShSmallp0X  is  fallinS  a-”-3  -that  now  only 
about  40/o  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age  have  been 
vaccinated.  6 
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(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1958 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1958 

Total  number 
immunised 

at  end  of  1958 

[-  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  -  _ 

1958 

2 

2 

1957 

13 

16 

1956 

2 

— 

35 

1955 

— 

— 

39 

1954 

1 

1 

36 

1953 

— 

4 

49 

1952 

2 

2 

56 

1951 

— 

1 

53 

1950 

— 

— 

30 

1949 

— 

— 

45 

1948 

— 

— 

56 

!  1947 

— 

— 

51 

1946 

— 

31 

1  1945 

— 

— 

43 

1944 

— 

— 

51 

i 

Totals 

20 

8 

593 

It  can  he  seen  that  the  response  was  very  poor,  only  16  of 
the  61  children  horn  in  1957  being  immunised  at  the  moment.  Of 
those  children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age,  only  about  55$  are 
now  immunised. 

(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

This  is  the  first  full  year  that  the  County's  scheme  has 
been  in  operation  but  less  than  20$  of  the  children  born  in  1957 
and  1958  have  been  immunised.  It  is  most  important  that  this  be 
done  in  the  first  few  months  as  it  is  in  the  very  young  that 
the  disease  causes  its  most  serious  effects. 


Year  of 

Birth 

! 

Number 
immunised  ! 

1 

1958 

7 

1957 

14  ! 

1956 

1 

1955 

— 

1954 

1 

1953 

— 

1952 

1 

Total 

24 

1. 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


It  would  appear  that  the  work  carried  out  hy  the  Sheppey 
Hater  Board  in  the  previous  year  to  improve  the  water  supply  hy 
neans  of  iron  removal  treatment  works  and  increasing  the  pressure 
by  the  installation  of  a  booster  station  on  the  main  supply,  have 
continued  to  give  satisfaction,  as  only  very  occasional  and 

isolated  complaints  have  been  received  from  consumers  during  the 
year.  ° 

The  Board  extended  the  water  mains  in  Manor  Road,  Rushenden, 
fco  serve  the .  new  Council  housing  development  5  a  6 **  main  from  Pier 
-ottages,  Whiteway  Road  to  Westminster  was  also  laid  at  a  cost  of 
-3,000, . so  that  in  cases  of  emergency  or  breakdown,  water  could 
3e  fed  into  Queenborough  from  outside  sources. 

llo  The  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  in  the  Borough  totalled 
U,536,698  gallons,  being  28,587,698  gallons  for  unmetered  supplie 
fend  13,949,000  gallons  for  metered  supplies.  This  is  equivalent 
0  a  total  of  36.4  gallons/head/day ,  made  up  of  24.4  gallons/head/ 
iay  unmetered,  (which  can  be  considered  domestic)  and  12  gallons/ 
lead/day  metered,  (industry).  This  industrial  demand  is  extremely 
ugh  per  head  of  population. 


The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Board 


|  No.  of  samples 

No.  of  sami 

Dies  in 

which  were 

found! 

4  - 

Coliform  1 

Dacilli 

Faecal 

Coli 

Untreated  . . . 

48 

1 

1 

Treated  . 

1  47 

2 

) 

■  • 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAG] 


Sewage  flows  by  gravitation  to  two  main  outfalls  in  South 
>treet  and  the  Chalk  Wharf.  It  is  stored  at  these  points  and 
eleased  with  the  ebb  tide.  In  order  to  reduce  the  nuisance 
aused  at  these  outfalls,  the  tidal  flaps  have  been  replaced  by 
lanually  operated  valves  to  ensure  that  sewage  is  only  discharged 
rith  a  strong  flow  of  ebb  tide. 


The  only  houses  in  the  Borough 
'ier  Cottages,  about  half  a  mile 
-re  served  by  three  cessioools. 


from 


not  on  main 
the  town, 


drainage  are  at 
where  18  houses 


DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  site  near 
ier  Cottages.  Monthly  applications  of  a  tip  dressing  to  prevent 
ly  breeding  and  periodical  baiting  for  rodents  is  carried  out. 

0  infestations  were  observed  during  the  year. 
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4.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

The  general  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  Schools  are 
satisfactory. 

5 .  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  new  public  conveniences  in  Rushenden  Road  were  not 
finished  during  the  year  but  were  opened  early  in  1959.  They 
provide  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  for  both  sexes. 
There  are  two  other  conveniences  for  males  only  situated  in 
Railway  Terrace  and  South  Street. 

6.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Two  rooms  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

(b)  Six  disinfestations  were  required  during  the  year, 
two  for  bed  bugs  and  four  for  cockroaches. 

7 .  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

Ditches  were  again  sprayed  periodically  with  Malariol  for 
the  suppression  of  mosquito  breeding,  but  the  very  wet  summer 
provided  so  many  breeding  places  that  it  was  a  bad  year  for 
mosquitoes. 

8 .  RODENT  CONTROL 


Number  of  infestations  by  rats  .  14 

Number  of  infestations  by  mice  .  18 

Number  treated  by  local  authority  . .  31 


All  complaints  are  dealt  with  by  the  Council  except  for  the 
Sheppey  Clue  &  Chemical  Works  who  employ  their  ov/n  operator. 

The  rat  population  at  the  Works  was  kept  well  in  hand. 

No  sewer  test  was  carried  out  during  the  year  as  no  takes 
had  been  revealed  from  previous  tests. 

9 .  MORTUARY 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  &  C-ravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  mortuary  facilities  , 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

10.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following  specimens  were 


examined  - 

Y/ater .  95 

Faeces  . .  2 

Urine  .  2 
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SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1*  The  following  figures  show  building  progress 
ano.  since  f he  end  of  "the  war  — 


during  1958 


Council  houses; 
Completed 

Under  construction 

Private  c  nterprise ; 
Complet  -d  ... 


During  Total  built 
1958  since  the  war 

6  200 
12 


8 


The  houses  built  and  under  construction  were  all  3-bedroomed 
type  m  blocks  of  four.  The  following  is  an  analysis  ot  the  280 
houses  owned  by  the  Council  -  J 


Bungalows  . . . 

Non-parlour  2-bedroomed  . . . 
Non-parlour  3-bedroomed  . . . 

Parlour  2-bedroomed  . 

Parlour  3-bedroomed  . 


Pre-war  Post-war  Total 

8  18  26 

40  40 

63  36  99 

6  6 

9  100  109 


en^  °-  "^he  year  there  were  139  applicants  on  the 
council's  waiting  list.  The  following  are  details  - 


Queenbo rough  residents  in  rooms  . 

in  flats  or  houses.. 
Residents  outside  Queenborough  in  rooms 

in  flats  or  houses.. 


No  houses  were  made  the  subject  of  Clearance  or  Demolition 
Orders  during  the  year  and  the  three  houses  actually  demolished, 
Jaisy  Cottage,  26  and  28  South  Street,  were  the  houses  included 
m  the  South  Street  Clearance  Order  1957. 


. . .  37 

.  .  .  60 
. .  .  24 

. . .  18 
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3.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 
during  the  year  is  summarised  below  - 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  . . .  3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 

reason  of  bad  arrangement  . .  .  ... 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  Housing  Act  1957  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  .  3 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17(1) 

Housing  Act  1957  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under  Sec  17(1)  Housing  Act  1957  ...  - 

Houses  closed  under  Sections  16(4),  17 (l)  and  35(1) . 

Farts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec  18  Housing  Act  1957  .. 

Houses  closed  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  . 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  made  by  the 


Local  Authority  under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  ...  35 

Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notice .  - 

Housing  Act  1957  -  formal  notice  -  Sections  9  and  16.  ... 

Houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing  Act  1957  . 

Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use 

Under  Section  48  ...  .  1 

Purchase  of  houses  by  agreement 


In  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  .  9 

Improvement  Grants 


Number  of  applications  approved  .  1 

Total  cost  ...  .  . . .  . £260 

Total  grants  made . £  65 


Rent  Act  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  . . . 

Undertakings  by  Landlord  after  service  of  Form  J  . 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  . . .  ... 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled . .  3 


SECTION  VI 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
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1. 


MILK 


„  +  no  Producers  in  the  district  but  ten  distributors 

retail  the  ioilowing  designations  - 

Pasteurised  .  3 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  2 

Sterilised  . *  7 

2.  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough, 
night  premises  are  registered  for  its  sale  and  all  retail  pre¬ 
packed  well-known  makes.  There  are  also  two  itinerant  vendors 
who  visit  the  district  regularly  during  the  summer. 

3.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  butchers'  shops,  factory 
canteens  and  other  food  preparing  places.  The  following  foods 

surrendered^0  °9  for  huriian  consumption  and  were  voluntarily 


24  lb  corned  beef 
6  lb  jellied  veal 
12  lb  luncheon  meat 
35  lb  chilled  beef 


Condemned  meat  is  stained  with  naphthalene  green  and  sent 
to  the  Giue  &  Chemical  Works  for  processing,  whilst  tinned  and 
other  foods  are  buried  on  the  Council's  tip. 


4.  FOOD  PREMISES 


(a)  The  following  are  premises  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1955,  or  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1°49  - 

Premises  Inspections 


Ice  cream,  sale  and  storage  .  8  42 

Sausages,  manufacture  .  2  22 

Dairy  . !  1  a 


/ 
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(Id)  93  inspections  were  made  of  33  other  food  premises,  an 
analysis  of  which  by  type  of  business  appears  below  - 


Butchery  .  3 

Grocery  . . .  4 

General  stores  . 

Greengrocery  .  5 

Fishmonger .  1 

Baker  and  confectioner .  1 

Cafe .  3 

Clubs .  2 

Public  houses  .  6 


5 .  FISH  FRYING 

There  is  only  one  fish  frying  establishment  and  this  is 
always  clean  and  well  kept. 

6.  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

By  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  Strugnell,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  I  am 
able  to  give  below  the  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  - 


3eef  Steak  1 

Buttered  Cheese  Spread  .  1 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P.  ..  1 

Double  Devon  Cream  .  1 

Flash  Fruit  Juice  Cocktail  on  Stick...  1 

Gin  . 1 

Malt  Vinegar.  .  . .  1 

Milk  ...  .10 

Milk  covered  Caramels  .  1 

Pork  Sausages  . 1 

Potted  Salmon  with  Butter  . .  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Chiffon  .  1 

Saltines  .  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie .  1 

Throat  Pastilles  .  1 

Whisky  ...  1 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 
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SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS ,  1937  AND  1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health :- 


Premises 

Number  j 
on 

Register  | 

T 

I 

Inspections  j 

i 

1 

Written  1 
Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 
(no  mechanical  power) 

•  :  J 

i 

j 

- j- 

1 

| 

i 

1 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (mechanical  power)  . . . 

j 

10  j 

1 

00 

VJl 

i 

i 

1 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers1  premises)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

! 

12  | 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


i 

■  i 

i Found 

1 

Remedied 

- - - - 

Referred 

' _To  H.M.  |  By  H.M. 
inspector  j Inspector 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .  |  1 

—  1 

1 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)-j 
unsuitable  or  defective  . .  j  1 

— 

1 

— — -  ■  J 

1 

1 

1 

3.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Number  of  outworkers.., .  Nil. 
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APPENDIX  A 


Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1958 


Ashbins  . .  . 

Bug  infested  houses  . 

Filthy  conditions.  ...  . .  ••• 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation . 

Defective  drainage  . 

Drainage  re-laid . _ .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Factories  and  other  premises  under  factories  Acts  ... 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  . . . 

Public  health  interviews  . 

Movable  dwellings . 

Marine  stores  . .  •  •  •  • 

Public  conveniences  . 

Rats  and  mice  . 

Refuse  collection . 

Refuse  tips  . .  •  •  • 

Schools  . .  ...  . 

Shops  ...  . . .  •  •  •  • 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Water courses . 

Mosquito  control..  ...  . ..  ...  i . 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts. . 

Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas . .  •••  ••• 

Inspections  re  Demolition  Orders  and  Closing  Orders.. 

Inspections  for  overcrowding  . 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  . . . 

Re— housing  interviews  and  investigations  . 

Infectious  disease  investigations  . 

Disinfections  ...  ...  . .  •  ••• 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles 

Pried  fish  shops  .  ...  . .  •  •  * 

Grocers  . . . . .  • 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers.  . .  ••• 

Dairies  and  milk  shops . .  . 

Ice  cream  premises  . . 

Restaurants  and  cafes  .  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  . 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes . . 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  . 


...  23 

1 

1 

. . .  11 
. . .  19 

5 

. ..  97 

. . .  8 
...  87 

8 

7 

. ..  24 

...  52 

...  59 

. . .  12 
...  12 
...  100 
. . .  14 

. . .  14 

.. .  27 

. . .  21 
. ..  67 

...  18 
4 
2 

...  24 

...  18 
...  1 
1 

...  12 
...  12 
...  17 

...  19 

4 

...  36 

...  27 

3 

...  41 

...  34 
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APPENDIX  E 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1958 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  .  2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  .  1 

Drainage  repaired  .  7 

Drainage  reconstructed  .  2 

Sinks,  repaired  or  renewed  . 7 

Waste  pipes,  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  .  21 

Water  supplies,  defects  remedied  .  23 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  .  18 

Roofs  repaired  7 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  .  1 

Walls  repaired  11 

Dampness  remedied  .  21 

Wall  plaster  renewed  ...  . .  8 

Ceilings  ...  ...  1 

floors  repaired  9 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved  11 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  . . .  ...  ...  7 

Yard  paving  repaired  . .  .  ...  3 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  53 

Washing  coppers  repaired  8 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated  .  7 

Keeping  of  animals  abated  1 
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Public  Health  Department , 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 


To  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Sheerness  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  at 
15,520,  an  increase  of  40  over  the  previous  year  although  the 
natural  increase,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was 

91. 


The  number  of  births  registered,  278,  was  a  big  increase 
on  the  past  three  years  and  the  crude  rate  was  17.9  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  corrected  rate  (used  for  comparison 
with  other  districts)  was  19.3  while  for  the  whole  country  this 
rate  was  16.4. 

Once  again  the  number  of  deaths  was  slightly  fewer,  187 
as  compared  with  189,  the  death  rate  being  12.0.  The  corrected 
death  rate  was  12.8  and  that  for  England  &  Wales,  11.7.  The 
average  death  rate  for  Sheerness  over  the  past  10  years  has 
been  11.5. 

The  number  of  still  births  dropped  from  9  to  4  but  the 
deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  increased  from  4  to  8.  Even  so, 
the  infant  mortality  rate  of  28.7  is  not  unduly  high.  This  rate 
for  the-  whole  country  was  22.5,  a  new  low  record. 

There  was  very  little  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough 
during  the  year  but  311  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  first 
few  months.  There  were  fewer  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  only 
one  death  from  the  disease.  There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis, 
Dysentery  or  Food  Poisoning. 

The _ slum  clearance  programme  is  now  nearing  completion,  a 
further  bO  houses  being  dealt  with  in  clearance  areas,  demolition 
or  closing  orders  and  there  were  96  actual  demolitions  during  the 
year. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Jacob,  the  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his 
duties  and  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  help  and  consideration  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  AREA  ...  . . . . .  943  acres 

2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  Ly  the  Registrar-General 

for  mid-1958  . .  15,520 

This  figure  is  40  more  than  the  1957  estimate. 

3.  NUMBER  OP  INHABITED  HOUSES  . .  ...  4,709 

4.  RATEABLE  VALUE  ...  196,834 

5.  SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE  (estimated)  .  £785 


SECTION  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 
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LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  . 

.  131  (112) 

128 

(118) 

259 

(230) 

Illegitimate  . . . 

.  12  (9) 

7 

(7) 

19 

(16) 

Totals 

135 

(125) 

278 

(246) 

BIRTH  RATS 

Crude  Rate  per  1 

,000  copulation  .... 

17.9 

(15.9) 

Corrected  Rate  . 

19.3 

(17.2) 

Rate  for  England 

&  Wales  . 

16.4 

(16.1) 

3. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Males  Females 


Totals 


Legitimate  .  2  (5)  2  (4)  4  (9) 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  Births  .  14.2  (35.3) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . .  21.6  (22.5) 


4.  INFANT  DEATHS  .  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  . . . 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . . 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  four  weeks) 

per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (first  week)... 


28.7  (16.2) 
30.9 

0.0 

10.8 
3 


5.  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  .  19 

This  is  6.8  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 


6.  MATERNAL  DEATHS 


Nil 


7 .  DEATHS 

A  total  of  187  deaths  were  registered  of  which  95  were  males 
and  92  females.  This  is  2  less  than  the  1957  total.  57$  of  the 
deaths  were  due  to  heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  as 
compared  with  51$  in  1957 ;  there  were  in  fact  11  more  deaths  from 
these  causes.  There  was  a  drop  in  the  deaths  due  to  cancer,  15$ 
compared  with  23$,  and ^diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  accounted 
for  slightly  fewer,  11$  compared  with  13$. 


Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population . .  12.0  (12.2) 

Corrected  Rate  . .  12.8  (12.9) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  11.7  (11.5) 


Table  I  gives  details  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  area  by  the 
Registrar-General . 
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TABLE  I 


Cause 

— — i 

Males  ! 

Females ! 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis ,  respiratory  . | 

2 . Tuberculosis ,  other  . 

3. Syphilitic  disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

5.  Whooping  Cough . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

8.  Measles  . 

I  9. Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

llO. Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

jll .Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

11 2 .Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

13. Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

114. Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms.. 

jl 5 .Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

!1 6.  Diabetes  . 

jl7 .Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

|18 . Coronary  disease ,  angina . 

119 .Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

|20. Other  heart  disease . 

[21. Other  circulatory  disease  . 

22. Influenza  . 

23. Pneumonia  . .  . 

i2  4.  Bronchitis  . 

25. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .. 

:26. Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

27 .Gastritis ,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

,28  .Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

:29. Hyperplasia  of  prostate . 

30. Pregnancy ,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

'31. Congenital  malformations. 

132.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

133.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

134. AH  other  accidents 

|35 .Suicide  . .  • 

|36. Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

:fc! 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

2  (4) 

5  (5) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
6(15) 

M:1 

15(12) 

19(23) 

1  (4) 
9(14) 

2  (1) 
“  (D 

4  (2) 
10  (9) 

1  (2) 
-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

3  (1) 
-  (-) 
1  (1) 

5  (5) 
1  (3) 
7  (2) 
1  (1) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

:  |:l 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

2  (2) 

-  (1) 

1  (1) 

-  (4) 
9(11) 

2  (2) 

2  (-) 

17(13) 
15  (9) 

3  (1) 
21(17) 

5  (2) 

-  (2) 

3  (7) 
3  (2) 
-  (-) 
2  (1) 

1  M 
-  -) 
-  (-) 
1  (-) 

2  (6) 
-  (-) 
1  (1) 
2  (-) 
-  (-) 

1  (-)1 

-  (-) 

:[:! 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

4  (6) 

5  (6) 
1  (1) 

-  (4) 
15(26) 

4  (2) 
2  (-) 
32(25) 
34(32) 
4  (5) 

,  30(31) 
7  (3) 

-  P> 

7  (9) 
13(11) 

1  (2) 
2  (2) 
1  (-) 

3  U 

ill! 

7(11) 
1  (3) 

8  3) 
3  1) 

-  (-) 

l - - - - 

All  causes  . 

95(107) 

92(82) 

187(139) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1957) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the 
deaths  occurred  - 


TABLE  II 


1 

| Under 

j  ^ 

!  year 

i- 

i 

1 

5- 

j 

! 

3.5- j 
» 

J 

j 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85 

years 
and  j 
over 

Males 

5 

i  i 

- 

4 

i ! 

1 

2 

16 

27 

33 

T| 

Females 

. 

2 

-  j 

1  i 

i 

I 

j 

3 

4 

_ 

8 

21 

37 

15  ! 

The  average  age  at  death  was  68.2  (67.5  in  1957),  being  64.6 
(66.6;  for  the  males  and  72.0  (68.6)  for  the  females.  The  oldest 
person  was  a  female  aged  98  and  2  other  females  reached  the  age  of 
90. 


8.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  8  infant  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  28.7,  slightly  higher 
than  the  recent  average  of  24.9.  Only  3  of  the  deaths  came  in 
the  early  neo-natal  group  of  less  than  one  week  and  the  other  5 
were  all  over  the  age  of  one  month. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  deaths  - 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

i'  11  1 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 
Birth 

'  . - 1 

Place  of 
Death 

Pulmonary  atelectasis 

Asphyxia  neonatorum  . 

M 

2  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

Malpresentation  . 

M 

36  hours 

Home 

Home 

j  Prematurity  . . . 

F 

4  days 

Hospital 

j 

Hospital 

Hydrocephalus  and  Meningocele . . 

F 

1  month 

Home 

Home 

Electrolytic  imbalance 

Paralytic  ileus 

Operation  for  pyloric  stenosis. 

M 

6  weeks 

Home 

Hospital 

Acute  laryngotracheitis  with 

pulmonary  oedema  . 

M 

3  months 

Hospital 

Home 

Acute  Tracheo-bronchitis  . 

M 

3  months 

Hospital 

Home 

Bronchopneumonia  . 

M 

6  months 

• 

Hospital 

Home 
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SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


1.  353  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1958  as 

compared  with  167  in  1957.  The  Measles  epidemic  that  started 
in  December  of  1957  continued  throughout  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year  and  finally  abated  in  April  and  May .  A  total  of 
311  cases  were  notified.  Once  again  there  was  very  little 
Whooping  Cough,  the  15  cases  being  well  below  average.  Four 
of  them  occurred  in  children  under  2  years  of  age. 

11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  four  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year  and  then  sporadically  during  the  last  three  months. . 
There  was  no  occurrence  of  either  Food  Poisoning  or  Poliomyelitis 
and  it  is  perhaps  worth  noting  that  the  last  case  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  10  years  ago  in  1948. 

There  were  7  deaths  attributed  to  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
and  one  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Table  IV  below  shows  the  age  distribution  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year. 


TABLE  IV 


Disease 


co 

o> 

c3 

H 

i — 1 


Age  groups 


U\ 

£>! 

rH 

I 

!hi 

cd: 


I  I 


cn 

l 


CM 


-e- 


-p 

< 

rd 

£ 

• — 1 

CNJ  . 

j 

—_J - 

. 

<vT 

u - - 

in 

3 

3 

in 

C\J 

in 

in 

CP 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

ii 

_ 

1 

1!  - 

1 

_ 9_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough...  ...  ... 

15 

1 

3 

— !  4 

6 

— 

1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

311 

9 

24 

34  I  41 

44 

154 

4 

3. 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

I 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

o 

1 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary  . . 

8 

1 :  - 

* 

*•“ 

5 

N  on-Pulmonary 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Totals  .  ... 

i - - - - - - - 

353 

10 

27 

!  i 

36  j  45 

45 

171 

5 

2 

5 

6 

1 

over 
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Table  V  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  those  notified  in  1957 >  removals 
to  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar 
General's  classification. 


TABLE  V 


Disease 

l 

Total 

Total  (1957) 

Males 

Females 

PLemoved  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Deaths  (1957) 

i 

iScarlet  Fever  . 

11  (4) 

4 

7 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

[Whooping  Cough . 

15  (9) 

4 

11 

1 

[Diphtheria . 

-  (-) 

311(127) 

- 

Measles  . 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary 

176 

135 

or  influenzal)  . . 

7  (5) 

2 

5 

1 

7  (9) 

Erysipelas . .  . 

-  (2) 

:  1=1 
:  [-]' 

-  (-) 

-  -) 

:  1-1 
:[:! 

:  (i) 

i  (-) 

-  (-) 

jMeningococcal  Infection  ... 

:  i: 

■Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Non-Para  . . 

-  (1) 

Acute  Encephalitis  -  Infective  . . 

, 

1 

Post-infectious . 

-  (I) 

_ 

Dysentery . .  .  ... 

_ 

| 

,Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . . 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

_ 

i 

.  i 

jPuerperal  Pyrexia  . 

_ 

iSmallpox  . 

-  (-) ! 

— m 

_  1 

j 

jMalaria  . .  ...  ... 

-  (-)  1 

1 

1 

i 

{Food  Poisoning . 

-  (-) 

t 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

8  (18) 

5 

3  1 

6  ! 

[Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

1  (-) 

1 1 

i  ! 

Totals  . 

‘ - — -  - I _ L 

353(167) 

191 

- r 

i 

162  | 

i 

9  | 

8  (9) 

42 


2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

After  one  or  two  years  of  heavy  incidence,  it  is  pleasing 
to  record  that  only  8  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  although  one  death  occurred,  the  first  for  three 
years ,  this  figure  is  also  well  below  the  average.  The  death 
was  a  male  of  74  years. 

One  case  of  the  Non-Pulmonary  form  was  notified,  a  child 
of  5  suffering  from.  Tuberculous  Cervical  Adenitis.  This  is  the 
first  such  case  since  1954. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis 
register , 


TABLE  VI 


! 

1 

i 

Pulmonary 

M  -  E 

_ 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  |  P 

_ _ _ _i - 

! 

Total 

" 

On  Register,  1st  January  1958 

i 

97 

1 - 1 

c- 

q 

J 

H 

oo 

195 

New  notifications  . 

5 

3 

— 

1 

9 

Transfers  into  district  . 

1 

— 

1 

2 

|  Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis.  ... 
j  Deaths  of  cases  not  due  to 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis . 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

1  Removed  from  district.  . 

2 

“ 

1 

3 

|  Recovered . 

1 

— 

1 

r  - 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

93 

1 

8 

199  | 

Register  31st  December  1958  . . 

74 
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3.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
following  figures  relating  to  vaccinations  and  immunisations 
carried  out  during  1958. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


Year  of  Birth 

Vaccinated 
in  1958 

! (2  injections) 

j  '  i 

Total  now 
vaccinated 

i 

1953 

1  12 

12 

1957 

81 

81 

1956 

98 

98 

1955 

97 

97 

1954 

86 

111 

1953 

80 

105 

1952 

83 

118 

1951 

76 

117 

1950 

40 

172 

1949 

46 

162 

1948 

37 

156 

1947 

52 

204 

1946 

150 

150 

1945 

145 

145 

1944 

132 

132 

Earlier 

162 

162 

Totals 

!  - 

1377 

.  . 

2022 

During  the  year  1215  children  received  2  injections  against 
poliomyelitis.  Persons  in  the  16  -  25  age  group  were  included 
in  the  scheme  in  September  and  162  were  vaccinated  by  the  end  of 
the  year .  The  total  number  of  protected  persons  now  represent 
about  48$  of  children  and  8$  of  the  older  group. 

(b)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  group 

Primary 

— i 

Re-vaccinations 

Under  1  . 

1  to  4  . .  .  ...  ... 

5  to  14  ...  ...  ... 

15  and  over  . 

- - 

85  (71) 

74  (102) 

2  (22) 

1  (19) 

1  CM  UA 

1  1  Oco 

H  H 

 1 

Totals 

162  (214) 

28  (24)  | 

These  figures  together  with  earlier  vaccination  records 
show  that  67$  of  the  under  fives  have  been  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox. 
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(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 

i 

Primary 
Immuni sat i o n 
in  1958 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1958 

Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1958 

1953 

24 

24 

1957 

97 

6 

122 

1956 

23 

— 

182 

1955 

2 

- 

136 

1954 

5 

3 

207 

1953 

5 

43 

214 

1952 

1 

23 

235 

1951 

4 

231 

1950 

1 

1 

279 

!  1949 

mmm 

1 

275 

i  1948 

— 

6 

200 

1947 

| 

4 

184 

1946 

3 

136 

1945 

1 

124 

1944 

|  1 

1 

126 

i - 

j  Totals 

159 

!  96 

2725 

These  figures  show  that  about  70 $  of  all  children  under 
15  are  immunised. 

(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

This  is  the  first  full  year  that  the  scheme  for  Whooping 
Cough  Immunisation  has  operated  and  the  figures  show  20$  immunised 
in  the  1958  group,  nearly  40$  in  the  1957  and  8$  of  1956. 


Year  of 
Birth 

Number 
immunised  j 

1958 

55 

1957 

95 

1956 

20 

1955 

5 

1954 

5 

1953 

3 

1952 

3 

1951 

1 

Total 

187  | 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


L .  WATER  SUPPLY 


Though  no  major  improvement  works  were  carried  out  to  the 
vauer  supply  system  in  Sheerness  during  1958,  the  consumers  again 
Aerived  considerable  benefit  with  an  Island  water  authority  from 
Improved  supplies.  Curtailments  in  supply  were  limited  to  the 
summer  months  and  did  not  exceed  the  hours  of  11.00  p.m.  to  5.00  a.m 
Hie  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  water  supply  in  the  area. 


The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Board 
uid  the  Health  Department  - 


Trinity  Road  - 
Untreated  . . 
Treated  .... 


No.  of 
|  samples 


No.  of  samples  in  which  were  found! 


Coliform  bacilli 


46 

19 


Sheerness  East  - 
Untreated  .... 
Treated  ...... 


2 

1 


Paecal  Coli 


47 

30 


0 

10 


1 

0 


0 

0 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewage  is  collected  at  two  main  pumping  stations.  The  canal 
station  deals  with  sewage  from  the  Marine  Town  area,  the  newer 
’arts  of  Mile  Town  and  the  new  housing  estates.  The  sewage  from 
shese  areas  collects  in  a  tide  lock  storage  tank  at  West  Minster, 
rhence  it  flows  out  to  sea  by  gravity  at  low  tide  or  is  pumped  out 
it  high  tide. 

Sewage  from  Blue  Town  and  the  older  part  of  Mile  Town  is 
collected  at  the  West  Minster  pumping  station  and  this  is  also 
umped  out  to  sea.  Pour  subsidiary  lifting  stations  are  used 
hroughout  the  town  and  the  sewage  is  screened  either  at  one  of 
he  lifting  stations  or  at  the  main  pumping  station,  but  is  not 
therwise  treated. 


The  Engineer  &  Surveyor  reported  on  the  silting  up  of  the 
ewer  in  sections  of  Richmond  Street  and  Marine  Parade  and  on  the 
uspected  infiltration  of  sea  water  in  this  locality.  Provision 
as  made  in  the  estimates  for  the  scraping  of  this  sewer  because 
ts  present  condition  causes  unnecessary  pumping  and  decreases 
ts  capacity  to  deal  with  storm  water. 

No  major  works  were  necessary  during  the  year,  but  the  outfall 
ewer  in  the  Medway  was  repaired  after  being  damaged  by  shipping. 
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3.  DISPOSAL  OP  REFUSE 

The  disposal  of  refuse  at  the  Scrapsgate  tip  continued  by 
arrangement  with  Sheppey  R.D.C.  It  will  be  necessary  to  transport 
refuse  a  further  three  miles  when  this  tip  is  closed  in  1959  and 
the  new  tip  comes  into  operation  at  Windmill  Creek. 

4.  SCHOOLS  SAIT  I  TAT  I  ON 

All  schools  are  on  main  drainage  with  efficient  flushing 
apparatus.  Cooking  and  washing  up  arrangements  at  the  canteens 
are  satisfactory. 

5 .  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  old  Royal  Road  conveniences  were  closed  during  the  year 
and  the  new  building  in  the  same  area  was  opened.  This  jjrovides 
accommodation  for  both  males  and  females  instead  of  for  males  only. 
It  is  hoped  to  commence  the  new  conveniences  at  the  approach  to 
the  sea  front  facing  the  railway  station  in  1959.  The  Council 
decided  to  make  provision  in  the  next  estimates  for  the  purchase 
of  paper  towel  and  soajj  machines  for  all  conveniences. 

6.  PUBLIC  BATHS 

(a)  Slipper  Baths  -  Facilities  for  both  sexes  exist  at  the 
Wood  Street  Baths,  but  they  were  not  used  so  much  as  in  past  years 
and  the  Council  have  minuted  that  the  question  of  closing  these 
baths  be  considered  at  a  later  date. 

(b)  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  -  This  pool  is  open  from 
Whitsuntide  until  September  approximately.  The  pool  is  filled 
with  sea  water  which  is  purified  by  continuous  filtration  and 
chlorination.  On  an  average  about  30  -  40,000  persons  use  the 
pool  during  the  summer  season.  Six  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  showed  excellent  results. 

7.  LETHAL  CHAMBER  FOR  CATS  AND  DOGS 


The  lethal  chambers  supplied  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  and  maintained 
by  the  Council  for  destruction  of  sick  and  aged  animals  were  used 
for  195  cats  and  88  dogs  during  the  year,  28  animals  more  than  in 
1957.  Five  of  these  were  strays  brought  in  by  the  Police.  The 
R.S.P.C.A.  kindly  renewed  one  of  the  chambers  during  the  year. 
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8.  CAMPING-  SITES 

There  are  three  licensed  sites  for  summer  visitors  situated 


at  - 


Cheyney  Rock 
Seabreeze  Camp 
Ravelin  Battery 


25  caravans 

33  caravans  and  chalets 
82  caravans 


,  .  were  no  changes  in  the  sites  and  all  were  conducted 

satisfactorily .  Mains  water  supply  and  drainage  are  provided  and 

regular  re; use  collections  made.  There  are  no  residential  camping 

sit  e  s .  ' 


9.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

a.1  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 


(a) 

disease . 


(b)  The  following  are  details  of  68  disinfestations  - 


Council  houses  Other  houses 
Houses  Rooms  Houses  Rooms 


6 

9 

9 

1 


5 

17 

1 

10 

3 


18 

64 


Bed  bugs  .  3  10 

Dleas . . .  6  12 

Ant  s . 

Beetles. 

Cockroaches. 

Silverfish  . 

Wasps . 

10.  MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

As  in  former  years,  ditches  and  watercourses  were  treated 
systematically  with  an  appropriate  larvicide  from  early  spring 
to  autumn,  but  despite  this  the  year  was  a  troublesome  one 
There _ is  no  doubt  that  the  wetness  of  the  season  made  many* 
additional  breeding  places  and  any  old  tin  or  other  receptacle, 
ci  c  ©fsci/ivs  gutter 9  water  "but  Is  and  tanks  9  all  will  "breed  iiordos 
of  mosquitoes.  For  this  reason  all  butts  and  tanks  should  be 
tightly  covered. 

11 .  RODENT  CONTROL 

(a)  Surface  Infestations  - 

Number  of  properties  inspected  after  complaint .  141 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  rats . *  35 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  mice  .  .  . .  !  *  ’ *  ’  [  Q7 

There  were  17  more  complaints  than  in  1957,  and  while  infesta- 
tions  of  mice  increased  by  14,  imestations  of  rats  decreased  by  2, 
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(b)  Sewers  - 

Two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out.  In  treatment 
No.l,  48  manholes  were  baited  with  17  takes.  Between  1st  and  2nd 
treatments,  test  baiting  of  10$  of  the  remainder  of  the  sewerage 
system  was  carried  out.  In  No. 2  treatment  49  manholes  were  baited 
with  7  takes.  These  results  show  a  considerable  improvement  over 
last  year's  results  and  the  use  of  bait  preservative  and  warfarin 
have  no  doubt  contributed  to  this. 

12 .  MORTUARY 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary 
facilities  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

13.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

An  application  for  temporary  exemption  from  Section  1  of 
the  Act  was  received  in  respect  of  H.M.  Dockyard  and  in  view  of 
the  Admiralty  ceasing  to  use  the  premises  after  April  I960,  the 
application  was  approved. 

The  erection  of  a  new  gas  holder  was  completed  at  West 
Minster  by  the  S.E.  Gas  Board  and  the  manufacture  of  gas  at  the 
local  works  will  probably  cease  in  1959.  There  has  been  considerab] 
emission  of  grit  and  dust  from  these  works  in  the  past. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  half  the  atmospheric  pollution 
is  due  to  domestic  chimneys  and  whilst  local  conditions  have  not 
been  such  as  to  make  smoke  control  areas  imperative,  preventable 
pollution  will  continue  where  solid  fuels  are  inefficiently 
burned  in  obsolete  grates. 

14.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 

It  was  necessary  to  obtain  Orders  for  the  removal  of  two 
aged  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  during  the  year. 

One  lady  was  removed  to  Bensted  House,  Eaversham,  and  the  other 
to  Milton  Regis  Hospital. 

15.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following  specimens  were 
examined  - 


Water .o.  ...  ... 

...  49 

Milk . 

...  48 

Ice  Cream  . 

...  12 

Confectionery 

...  3 

Faeces  . 

...  16 

Urine  . 

...  16 
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SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1.  _  The  following  are  details  of  the  number 
19138  and  the  total  since  the  war  — 


of  houses  built 


Council  houses? 

Temporary,  completed  ... 

Permanent,  completed  ...  ... 

Permanent,  under  construction. . 

Other  houses? 

Permanent,  completed  . 

Permanent,  under  construction. . 


During  Total  built 
1958  since  the  war 

46 

74  839 

38 


2  39 


2.  Housing  continued  to  occupy  much  of  the  Health  Department's 

l tn+!?a  Sr2nJ?SS  01  Jhe  Slum  clearance  programme  was  maintained, 
a  total  of  50  houses  being  represented.  One  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  was  made  containing  25  houses,  two  Clearance  Orders  of  4 
and  3,  16  Individual  Demolition  Orders  and  2  Closing  Orders.  At 

ine  end  0^  the  year  clearance  areas  containing  42  houses  were 
being  prepared. 


96  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  this  enabled 
a  start  to  be  made  on  the  two  blocks  of  flats  that  will  complete 
the  housing  redevelopment  of  Mile  Town  and  also  the  improvement 
o_  car  parking  facilities  close  to  the  town  centre.  The  land 
proposed  for  housing-  redevelopment  in  Sheppey  Street,  Blue  Town 
was  also  cleared.  ’ 


,  . ,  _In  tlle  Past  12  years  good  progress  has  been  made  in  house 

building  for  the  general  housing  shortage  and  slum  clearance  and 
it  has  resulted  in  the  Council  owning  about  one  quarter  of  the 
houses  in  the  town.  The  letting  of  these  1,200  tenancies  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  managed  by  the  Health  Department. 

Nearly  all  of  the  remaining  properties  were  erected  before 
.  e  1914  war  and  generally  lack  modern  amenities,  except  v/here 
improved  by  occupying  owners.  These  properties  constitute  a 
problem  that  will  require  early  attention,  particularly  as  some 
of  them  are  m  too  poor  a  condition  to  justify  improvement  grants. 
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3.  Sixteen  Demolition  Orders  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957  were  made  on  the  following  properties  - 

Ward’s  Place;  Nos.l,  2,  3 
Rose  Street;  Nos. 46,  4o 
Thompson's  Court:  Nos.l,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Courts  Building's;  Nos.l,  2,  3,  4 
Drummonds  Alley;  Nos.l,  2 

Houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957,  or 
after  acquisition  by  agreement  - 

West  Passage;  No. 7 

King  Street;  No. 9 

Rose  Street;  Nos. 13,  15,  17,  52 

Kent  Street ;  No . 3 

Ward’s  Place;  Nos.l,  2,  3 

Hare  Street;  Nos, 5,  6 

Fleet  Row;  No. 6 

4.  Closing  Orders  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953,  were  made  on  the  following 
two  houses  - 

High  Street;  No. 248 
Chapel  Street;  No. 5 

5.  The  following  83  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  were  demolished 
during  the  year  - 

Unfit  houses  - 

Short  Street;  Nos.l,  4/6,  8,  10,  16,  18 

North  Street  Passage;  Nos.l,  1A,  2,  2A,  4,  5,  6 

Hope  Street;  Nos. 40,  42,  106,  122,  124,  126 

North  Street;  Nos.l,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17, 

19,  21,  22,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  35,  37 
Bell  Alley;  Nos. 19,  21,  23,  25,  27 

Russell  Street;  Nos. 25/27,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36, 

37,  38,  39,  41,  43,  45,  47 
Spring  Garden  Passage;  Nos. 9,  10 
King  Street;  Nos. 10,  12,  14,  16,  20,  22 
Sheppey  Street;  Nos. 3,  5,  9,  11,  15,  19,  20,  21 
Bethel  Passage;  Nos. 2,  6 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement  - 
Sheppey  Street;  No. 13 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43  for  purpose  of 
redevelopment  - 

Bethel  Passage;  No. 4 

Hope  Street;  No.108  (Bricklayers  Arms) 
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o.  The  following  are  details  of  the  Clearance  and  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  which  were  made  and  confirmed  during  the  year  - 

Hope  Street  Clearance  Order  1958 
Hope  Street :  Nos. 122,  124,  126 


Railway  Road  Clearance  Order  1958 
Railway  Road;  Nos. 24,  25,  26,  27 


Regent's  Place  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1958 

Victory  Street;  Nos. 22,  24,  26,  26A,  28,  30,  32 
Cross  Street;  Nos.4A,  4B,  40,  4D,  4E,  6,  8 
Regent's  Place;  Nos. 4,  5,  6,  7,  8 
Russell  Street;  Nos. 15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25 


7.  RENT  ACT  1957 


22  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received, 
6  Certificates  were  issued  and  16  undertakings  by  landlords  were 
accepted . 

One  application  was  made  and  aijproved  for  the  failure  of 
the  landlord  to  comply  with  an  undertaking  within  the  allowed 
time  of  six  months. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
in  the  second  half  of  the  year. 


i 
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8.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 
is  summarised  below  - 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  .  82 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 

reason  of  bad  arrangement  .  1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  Housing  Act  1957  .  2 

Number  of  families  displaced  from  above  .  83 


Houses  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17 

Housing  Act  1957  . 18 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 

informal  p.rocedure  under  Section  17  Housing  Act  1957  ...  10 
Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by  owners 

under  Section  17  Housing  Act  1957 . .  . 

Closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders  under  Sections 

17(3)  and  26  Housing  Act  1957  .  •••  1 

Parts  of  tuildings  closed  under  Sec.l8  Housing  Act  1957  ..  1 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  .  17 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  made  by 
the  bocal  Authority  under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  117 
Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notices 

Houses  remedied  by  owners  .  7 

Houses  remedied  by  Local  Authority  .  - 

Housing  Act  1957  -  formal  notices 

Horses  made  fit  by  owners  . . . 

Ileuses  made  fit  by  Local  Authority . . 


SECTION  VI 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 

1.  There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  hygienic 
condition  of  food  premises  generally.  A  caution  was  given  to 
a  wholesale  bakery . concerning  the  growth  of  mould  in  wrapped 
sliced  bread ,  and  in  another  case  alleged  staleness  of  cakes 
was  taken  up  with  the  retailer  concerned. 

2 .  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  area  but  there  is  one 
pasteurising  plant  in  operation.  There  are  33  registered 
distributors  retailing  the  following  designations  — 


Pasteurised  . .  10 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  2 

Sterilised  .  32 


43  samples  of  milk  (24  pasteurised  and  24  sterilised)  were 
tamer  during  the  year  and  all  passed  the  prescribed  tests. 

Proposals  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Pisheries  &  Pood 
to  include  the  district  in  a  Specified  Area  came  into  effect 
during  1958  and  the  sale  of  non-designated  milk  is  now  prohibited 
in  tne  area.  This  presented  no  difficulties  as  for  some  years 
the  town's  milk  supplies  have  been  of  designated  milks. 

3.  ICE  CREAM 


Premises  registered  for  manufacture  .  1 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  storage  . .  60 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  also  in  sales  from 
properly  equipped  vehicles  retailing  in  the  district.  In  these 
days  ice  cream  is  popular  and  in  demand  during  all  but  the 
coldest  weather.  Sampling  results  indicated  good  bacteriological 
standards,  all  12  samples  being  Grade  I.  Three  of  the  samples  were 
locally  produced. 

4.  INSPECTION  OP  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(a)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  supply  of  meat  to  the 
disti ict  and  it  continues  to  come  mainly  through  wholesale  sources 
at  Canterbury  and  Chatham.  Earlier  improvements  in  transjjort  and 
handling  were  maintained. 

(b)  Condemned  butchers'  meat  is  collected  by  the  Shepuey 
Glue  &  Chemical  Works  after  treatment  with  naphthalene  green. 

Other  food  is  buried  at  an  adequate  depth  on  the  refuse  tip.* 
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(c)  The  following  are  details  of  food  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  - 


Pigs  head  and 

trotters 

9  0  9 

9  9  0 

9  0  9 

47 

lb 

Ox  liver 

•  •  • 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

22-ir 

lb 

Sausages 

•  •  • 

0  9  0 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

33 

lb 

Pressed  Chitterlings 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

0  0  0 

lit 

lb 

Bacon 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

131 

lb 

Pish . 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

183* 

lb 

Australian  Rabbits 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

60 

lb 

Cooked  ham  . . 

9  0  0 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

4i 

lb 

Pies  ...  ... 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  0 

9  9  0 

9  0  0 

29 

Tinned  meat  . 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

9  9  0 

0  9  9 

9  0  9 

407i 

lb 

Tinned  fruit. 

9  O  9 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

146 

lb 

Tinned  vegetables. 

9  9  0 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

118 

lb 

Tinned  fish  . 

9  9  9 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

2  If 

lb 

Tinned  milk. . 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

28 

lb 

Tinned  soup . . 

9  0  9 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

0  9  9 

16 

lb 

Butter 

9  9  0 

9  9  0 

9  0  9 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

5 

lb 

Cream . 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

9  0  9 

0  9  0 

9  0  9 

1 

2 

lb 

Suet  ...  ... 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

1 

2 

lb 

Cheese  .  ... 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

9  0  0 

0  0  0 

32j? 

lb 

J  am  o . .  ... 

909 

9  9  0 

9  0  9 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

2 

lb 

Biscuits  ... 

9  0  9 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  0 

0  9  9 

2 - 
‘-‘k 

lb 

Jellies 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  0 

0  9  0 

9  0  9 

n 

It" 

lb 

Plour  . 

9  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

1 

lb 

Jam  roll 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

0  0  9 

9  9  0 

9 

lb 

Marmite 

9  9  9 

0  0  9 

9  0  9 

0  9  0 

0  0  9 

1 

2 

lb 

Cake 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

9  9  0 

7 

lb 

Pruit  Pie  Pilling. 

9  9  0 

0  0  9 

OOO 

0  0  0 

7 

lb 

Confectionery 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

9  9  9 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

322| 

lb 

Cereals 

9  0  9 

0  0  9 

9  0  9 

9  C  0 

9  9  0 

4 

lb 

Miscellaneous 

0  9  0 

9  0  9 

0  0  9 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

l8f 

lb 

5 .  POOD  PREMISES 

(a)  88  inspections  were  made  of  the  following  premises 

registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1955  or  the 
Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949-54  - 

Premises  Inspections 


Ice  cream,  manufacture  and  sale  ...  61  58 

Preserved  foods,  manufacture  .  14  22 

Dairy  . 1  8 
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(b)  Other  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  are  shown 
below  - 


Hotels,  cafes,  restaurants  .  26 

Groceries ,  general  provisions  .  62 

Butchers  .  ]_2 

Pish ,  wet  . *  ] "  *  *  ^ 

Pish ,  fried  . 7 

Sweets,  manufacture  . 

Meat  pies,  manufacture  .  1 

Greengrocery  . .*[.*!.*  23 

Ships'  chandlers  .  q 

Conf ectionery  and  sweets  .  23 

Bakeries  .  *  * 


237  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year, 

6.  PISH  PRYING 

There  are  now  7  fish  frying  establishments,  a  reduction  of 
one.  All  have  been  conducted  satisfactorily  and  no  nuisances 
have  occurred. 

7 .  SHELLFISH 

The  sources  of  supply  of  shellfish  at  retailers'  premises 
were  checked.  None  were  obtained  from  the  foreshore  which  is 
subject. to  an  Order  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish) 

Regulations  1934.  Two  samples  of  shellfish  showed  no  salmonella 
or  snigella  on  bacteriological  examination. 

8 .  BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  both  are  large 
well  equipped  establishments.  During  the  year  toilet  accommodation 
and  cloakroom  for  female  employees  was  enlarged  and  modernised  at 
one  of  the  bakeries. 
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9.  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


I  am  able  to  give  details  of  samples  taken  under  this  Act 
in  the  Sheemess  Urban  District  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  Strugnell, 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  &  Measures  Dexjartment  of  the 
Kent  County  Oouncil  - 


Aludrox . .  . 

Apricot  Jam  . 

Bread  . 

Butter  . 

Butter  Drops  . 

Casserole  Steak  . 

Cheese  and  Celery  Spread 

Cheese  Spread . 

Cheese  Spread  with  Ham. . 

Chloro-Yeast  . 

Chocolate  Bottles, 
Liqueur  Flavoured 

Comfoos . 

Cooking  Fat  . 

Gin  ...  . 

Gooseberry  Jam . 

Gum  Ball . 

Gum  Bubble  . 

Enzolets  . 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Ice  Cream 


Jelly  . 

Lemon  Barley. 
Margarine 


Milk  ... 

Milk  Shake  . . 
Mincemeat 
Olive  Oil 
Orange  Spread 
Paregoric  and 
Piccalilli  . . 
P.  R.  Tablets 
Salt  ...  • » 


Aniseed 


•  • 

•  • 


Spirit  of  Camphor  . 
Sting  Relief  Lotion 
Strix  Tablets. 
Teething  Tablets  . . 

Whisky . 

Yesso  Bars  . 


3 

1 

1 

2 

29 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following  - 


Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Paregoric 

and 

Aniseed. 


23.3$  deficient  in  fat  ) 


8.3$  deficient  in  fat 
5.0$  deficient  in  fat 


Advice  was  given  to  the 
producer.  Samples  taken 
at  a  later  date  were 
satisfactory. 


Not  entitled  to  description  The  sweets  will  be  described 


’paregoric’  since  they  do 
not  contain  morphine. 


as  'paregoric  flavour.' 


SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


57 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  - 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  he  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 
(no  mechanical  power) 

5 

3 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power) 

46 

24 

1 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises)  ... 

4 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i _ [ 

i 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 
Nil. 


3.  Outwork 

There  are  three  outworkers  in  the  district,  two  engaged  in 
making  wearing  apparel  and  one  Christmas  crackers.  No  action  was 
necessary  under  Sections  110  and  111. 
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APPENDIX  A 


Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1958 


Aslibins  . . . 

Bakehouses  . 

Bug  infested  houses  . 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  hugs)  . 

Filthy  conditions  . . . . 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  . 

Defective  drainage  . 

Drainage  repaired  . 

Factories  and  other  premises  under  Factories  Acts  . . . 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  . 

Houses  let-in-lodgings . 

Public  health  interviews  . 

Movable  dwellings  . . .  •  • 

Marine  stores  . . .  •  •  • 

Public  conveniences  . . . 

Rats  and  mice  . . . 

Refuse  collection  . . . . . 

Schools  . . . 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

Swimming  pools  . . . 

Water  sampling . . . - . 

Water  supplies  . 

Watercourses  . . . 

Mosquito  control . .  ...  ... 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  . 

Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas  . 

Inspections  re  Demolition  Orders  and  Closing  Orders  . 

Inspections  for  overcrowding  . .  • 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  . . .  ••• 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations . . . 

Infectious  disease  investigations  . 

Disinfections  . .  . 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  . 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  . .  •  •  •  • 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  . 

Grocers  . 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  . 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  . 

Milk  sampling  . . . 

Ice  Cream  premises  . . 

Ice  Cream  sampling  . 

Restaurants  and  cafes  . . .  ••• 

Food  manufacturing  premises  . 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  . 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes  . 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  . 

Pet  shops  . . 


17 
8 

18 

. ..  125 

36 

13 

. . .  48 

7 

30 

4 

5 

. . .  117 

29 

5 

6 

. . .  568 

13 

6 

12 

6 

...  48 

5 

7 

12 

...  278 
. . .  145 

31 
9 

63 

...  1097 
41 
11 
21 
18 
12 
45 
15 

8 

...  48 

58 

12 

72 

22 

24 

.  o .  3 

15 

11 


APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1953 
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Defective  sanitary  accommodation  . 

msuf x  icient  sanitary  accommodation 

Drainage  repaired  . . 

Drainage  cleansed  . 

Drainage  reconstructed  . 

Sinks,  repaired  or  renewed . . 

Waste  pipes,  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  . 

Water  supplies,  defects  remedied  . . ; 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  . 

Roofs  repaired  . 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . 

Walls  repaired  . 

Dampness  remedied  .  . . 

Wall  plaster  renewed  . 

Ceilings  . . . . .  . , . . 

Floors  repaired  . 

x  . .  ’  •  . . . 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved  . 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  . 

Yard  paving  repaired  . 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  . . 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated  . .  ... 

Keeping  of  animals  abated  . 

Miscellaneous  . 


11 

1 

7 

22 

7 

5 

4 
2 

8 

19 
9 

24 

20 
17 

8 

13 

7 

6 

5 
1 
5 

10 

4 

10 
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Public  Health  Department , 
Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 


Mr. 


To  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  Council 
Chairman  and  Councillors, 


•  n+J  hSvf-  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
neaixh  ol  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  during  1958. 

Tilc  Regi strar-G-eneral  has  estimated  the  population  to  be 

^?57A’-,an  tacrSaSe  °f  6?*  The  number  of  births  again  increased 
r"ibf  ’  dj;!  being  registered.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  14.7 
±^r  1,000  oi  the  population  and  the  corrected  rate  (used  for 
comparison)  was  16.6;  for  England  &  Wales  the  rate  was  16.4. 

deaths. were  registered  which  is  15  more  than  the  year 
J^0xU*  S1VGS  a  rate  of  12.3  and  a  corrected  rate  of  12  1 

compare a  with  11.7  for  the  whole  country.  The  average  for  the 
death  rate  over  the  past  10  years  has  been  11.2. 


There  were  only  2  stillbirths  as  compared  with  5  in  1957 
the  number  of  infant  deaths  decreased  from  5  to  4.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  28.3  per  1,000  live  births  which  is 
™  "  y°ar  average.  Por  England  &  Wales  this 


and 


slightly  above  the  10  _ 
rate  was  only  22.5,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 


In  common  with  the  other  two  districts  on  the  Island,  there 

was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but 

there  were  fewer  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  and  one  Dysentery  but  no 
Poliomyelitis.  The  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  a^ain 
very  low  ana  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  ° 

,  b  wish  to  record  with  thanks  the  excellent  work  carried  out 

fading*  -the  Surveyor,  Engineer  &  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Mr  Davies,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  also’ 
to  tnank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  T.  MURPHY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

1.  AREA .  20,319  acres 

2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  for  mid-1958  by 

the  Registrar-General  .  9,570 

This  figure  is  60  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The 
natural  increase  in  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths,  was  23. 

3.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  .  3,439 

4.  RATEABLE  VALUE  £131,627 

5.  SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE .  £526 


SECTION  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS 
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1 

JL  • 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

To 

tals 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Totals  . . . . 

.  68  (64) 

•  6  (5) 

74  (69) 

65  (62) 

2  (5) 

67  (67) 

133 

8 

141 

(126) 

(10) 

(136) 

2 .  BIRTH  RATE 


Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population .  14.7  (14.3) 

Corrected  rate  . .  16.6  (16.2) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . 16.* 4  (I6!l) 


3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


Males  Females  Totals 


4. 


Legitimate  .  1  (5)  1  (_)  2  (5) 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  Births  .  14.0  (35.4) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  .  21.6  (22.5) 


INFANT  DEATHS  . .  4 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  . . . . 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . . . . 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (first  four  weeks) 

per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Number  of  early  neo-natal  deaths  (first  week)  ... 


28.3  (36.7) 
30.1 

0.0 

23.3 
4 


5.  ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  .  8 

This  is  5.6  per  cent  of  total  live  births. 

6 .  MATERNAL  DEATHS  . . .  Nil 

7 .  DEATHS 


A  ootal  of  118  deaths  were  registered  of  which  59  w'ere  males 
and  59  females.  This  is  15  more  than  the  1957  total.  65  were~"due 
to  heart  disease  and  associated  conditions  as  compared  with  51  in 
1957.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  remained  the 
same  at  23  and  respiratory  diseases  accounted  for  12,  3  more  than 
the  year  before. 


Crude  rate  per  1,000  population .  12.3  (10.8) 

Corrected  rate  . .  12.1  (10^5) 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . . .  11.7  ( 11 1 5 ) 


Table  I  gives  details  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  area  by 
the  Registrar-General. 
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TABLE  I 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

:  c. Tuberculosis,  other  . 

|  3. Syphilitic  disease . 

;  4. Diphtheria  . . .  . . 

j  5. Who oping  Cough . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections . 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis . 

8.  Measles  . 

j  9. Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 
pLO .Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

il4. Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms.. 

15 . Leukaemia,  aieukaemia  . 

16.  Diabetes  . 

17 . Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

'20. Other  heart  disease . 

21. Other  circulatory  disease 

22. Influenza  . 

2 3. Pneumonia  . 

j2  4.  Bronchitis  . 

*25. Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .. 

2 6. Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

|27  .G-astritis ,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

28. Nephritis  and  nephrosis..  . 

S29. Hyperplasia  of  prostate.. 

30. Pregnancy ,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

31  .Congenital  malformations . . 

32. Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

j33 .Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

;34.A11  other  accidents  . 

135.  Suicide . 

36. Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

-  (1) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
1  (4) 

1  (4) 
-  (-) 

8  la) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
5  (4) 
10(10) 
1  (1) 
16  (8) 
-  (2) 
-  (-) 
4  (3) 

2  (2) 
1  (-) 

1  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

2  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

3  (6) 

2  (1) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (--) 

-  (-) 

:  :S 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

1  (l) 

4  (2) 

1  (1) 

8(11) 

7  (3) 

2  (1) 
11  (9) 

HI] 
1  (1) 

3  (3) 

1  (-) 

1  (2) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

6  (4) 

-  (-) 

-  (2) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (l) 

:  1:! 

:  I:] 

-  (-) 

2  (4) 

2  (5) 

4  (2) 
1  (1) 

H  <£) 

-  (-) 

13  (15) 
17  (13) 

3  (2) 
27  (17) 

’  h 

5  (4) 

5  (5) 

2  (-) 
2  (2) 
-  (1) 
1  (2) 

2  (-) 
-  (1) 

1  (-) 

9  (10) 

2  (1) 

1  2) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

All  causes. 

59(56) 

59(47) 

118(103) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1957) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the 
deaths  occurred  - 


TABLE  II 


i 

Under i 
i  !  i- 
year 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

, 

i 

45- 

! 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85  | 

years 
and 
over 

Males 

i 

2  !  - 

- 

2 

2 

4  ! 

4 

20 

14 

Females 

2  1  - 

i 

— 

— 

— 

4  ! 

J 

5 

12 

23 

8  ; 

The  average  age  at  death  was  70.0  years  (66.5  in  1957),  being 
68.1  (64.5)  for  the  males  and  71.8  (68.8)  for  the  females.  Both 
the  oldest  male  and  the  oldest  female  were  92  years. 


8 .  INPANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  4  infant  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  28.3  per  1,000  live  births.  The 
average  rate  over  the  past  10  years  is  now  25.0,  a  satisfactory 
figure.  England  &  Wales  again  established  a  new  low  record  with 
22.5. 


All  four  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  early  neo-natal  group 
of  less  than  1  week.  Details  are  given  in  the  following  table  « 

TABLE  III 


Cause 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 
Birth 

Place  of 
Death 

;  Prematurity  . . . 

M 

7  hours 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Prematurity  (2nd  twin)  . 

P 

8  hours 

Hospital 

1 

Hospital! 

Prematurity  . 

i 

P 

1  day 

Hospital 

| 

Hospital! 

Asphyxia 

Congenital  heart  . 

M 

3  days 

l 

Ho spit ali 
x  _i 

| 

Hospitalj 
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SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1.  235  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  as  compared 

with  209  in  1957.  187  of  this  number  were  cases  of  Measles,  the 

majority  of  which  occurred  during  February,  March  and  April. 

12  cases  amongst  visitors  occurred  during  the  summer  months  at 
various  camps.  In  all  such  cases  the  holiday  accommodation  is 
disinfected  before  the  new  visitors  arrive. 

25  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred,  a  big  reduction  on  the 
67  of  last  year  and  well  below  the  average.  These  occurred  mainly 
in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  no  children  under  the 
age  of  1  year  were  affected. 

9  cases  of  Pneumonia  (primary  and  influenzal)  were  notified 
and  5  deaths  were  recorded  from  ail  forms  of  the  disease.  One 
Dysentery,  a  visitor,  was  reported,  and  precautions  were  taken  at 
the  holiday  camp  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease.  No  confirma¬ 
tion  was  received  from  the  Laboratory  however. 

Only  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  reported  and  although 
at  the  start  local  cockles  were  suspected,  this  was  proved  most 
unlikely  and  both  the  food  and  the  causative  agent  remained  a 
mystery. 

Table  IV  shows  the  age  distribution  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year. 


TABLE  IV 


Disease 

!  Total 

Under  1 

i 

1 

1  1 

H 

■ 

CM 

1 

rn 

1 

1 

1 

i 

CT> 

1 

1 

m 

10  -  14 

C\J 

1 

ir\ 

1 — 1 

'*  ' 1 

1 

ir\ 

CM 

I 

CO 

1 

IT\ 

"  -~T91 
_ 1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

•  e  0 

— 

4 

1 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

25 

— 

4 

3 

1 

1 

12 

2 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

Measles  . 

•  0  « 

187 

3 

'20 

32 

10 

23 

94 

5 

— 

— 

- 

Pneumonia  . 

•  •  • 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

5 

!  Erysipelas  .  ... 

•  0  • 

2 

2 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Dysentery  . 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

0  0  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  0  0 

5 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

•  •  0 

•  •  • 

235 

3 

24 

35 

11 

24 

110 

7 

6 

i 

3 

7 

5 
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Table  V  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  those  notified  in  1957,  removals 
to  hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General's  classification. 


TABLE  V 


! 

1 

! 

i 

t 

i 

1 

i 

Disease 

| 

- - 

Total 

Total  (1957) 

Males 

Females 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Deaths  (1957) 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

4  (12) 

2 

— — 

2 

-  -) 

1  -  -  i 

-  (-)  i 

-  (-)j 

Whooping  Cough  . 

25  (67) 

14 

11 

'Diphtheria . „  „ 

-  (-) 

(Measles  . 

'Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

187  (70) 

101 

86 

— 

influenzal) . . 

9  (10) 

7 

2 

1 

5  (4) 

Erysipelas  . 

2  (-) 

1 

1 

-  H  ! 

-  (" j 

-  (-) 

-  (-)  1 

-  (-)  | 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

'Meningococcal  Infection  . 

-  (-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  -  Para  . 

-  a) 

— 

Non-Para  . 

-  (1) 

- 

[Acute  Encephalitis  -  Infective.. 

-  (-) 

_ 

Post-infectious 

-  (-) 

'Dysentery . 

1  (-) 

1 

'Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

-  (1) 

—  j 

'Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1  (1) 

_i 

1 

'Smallpox  . 

-  (-) 

_ ! 

Typhoid  . . . 

-  (-) 

-i 

_ 

Malaria  . .  . 

-  (-) 

-i 

l 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1  (41) 

i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

5  (5) 

4 

1 

2  ! 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

-  (-) 

— 

— 

| 

“  i 

Totals  . 

235  (209) 

131 

104 

1 

j 

3 

5  (4) 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Once  again  only  5  new  cases  occurred,  all  pulmonary.  No 
deaths  occurred  and  the  death  rate  from  this  disease  has  now 
dropped  from  0.72  per  1,000  population  for  the  10  year  period 
ending  1935  to  only  0.16  for  the  decade  just  ended. 


Table  VI  gives  a  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis  register. 


TABLE  VI 


Pulmonary 

M  ,  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M  ;  F 

Total 

n 

On  Register,  1st  January  1958  .. 

52 

54 

13 

11 

130 

New  notifications  . 

4 

1 

5 

Transfers  from  other  districts  . 

2 

2 

— 

4 

i 

!  Deaths  during  year  . 

_ 

— 

- 

Removed  from  district . . . 

2 

2 

- 

4 

|  Recovered . 

2 

3 

.... 

_ 

5 

1  . 

!  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

!  Register  31st  December  1958  . . . 

54 

52 

13 

i — 1 

i — i 

130 
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3.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

/ 

I .am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
following  figures  relating  to  vaccinations  and  immunisations 
carried  out  during  1958. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


1 

! 

Year  of  Birth 

Vaccinated 
in  1958 
(2  injections) 

Total  now 
vaccinated 

1958 

14 

14 

1957 

77 

77 

1956 

84 

84 

1955 

88 

88 

1954 

47 

65 

1953 

56 

75 

1952 

62 

77 

1951 

40 

60 

i  1950 

37 

77 

1949 

28 

81  I 

1948 

22 

80 

1947 

55 

117 

1946 

94 

94 

1945 

75 

75 

1944 

76 

76 

Earlier 

L  . 

135 

135 

Total 

990  | 

- 

1275 

-  . -  i 

285  children  were  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  in  1957 
when  it  was  restricted  to  certain  age  groups.  During  1958  a 
further  990  from  all  age  groups  were  vaccinated.  This  means  that 
now  about  50$  of  school  children  are  protected  and  about  10$  of 
those  between  15  and  26  to  whom  the  scheme  was  extended  in  September. 

(b)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


i 

Age  group 

| — - 

Primary 

Re-vaccinations! 

1  Under  1  . 

38  (54) 

(-)  1 

1  to  4  . 

47  (47) 

— 

(-) 

5  to  14  . 

1  (  5) 

3 

(3) 

15  and  over. 

5  (10) 

6 

(8) 

Totals  . . 

91(116) 

9 

(11) 

Although  not  so  many  children  were  vaccinated  as  in  1957  the 
figuP6s  lor  “fcli6  p8,s“fc  few  y g cii? s  show  "th a,"fc  nesiirly  70*70  of  childPG'n 
between  1  and  5  are  protected. 
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(c)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1958 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1958 

Total  number 
immunised 
at  end  of  1958 

1958 

14 

14 

1957 

74 

— 

77 

1956 

23 

— 

107 

1955 

3 

1 

104 

1954 

3 

6 

93 

1953 

5 

38 

127 

1952 

— 

14 

110 

1951 

1 

— 

132 

1950 

— 

2 

107 

1949 

— 

130 

1948 

_ 

2 

119 

1947 

— 

1 

103 

1946 

— 

1 

102 

1945 

— 

— 

108 

1944 

— 

1 

91 

Totals 

1 

123 

66 

1524 

These  figures  show  that  66 $  of  all  school  children  are 
protected  against  Diphtheria  and  73$  of  those  under  5  years  of 
age. 

(d)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

This  is  the  first  full  year  that  the  scheme  for  Whooping 
Cough  Immunisation  has  been  in  operation  and  it  is  encouraging 
that  as  many  as  46$  of  the  children  born  in  1957  were  immunised 
and  35$  of  those  born  in  1958. 


Year  of  Birth 

Number 

immunised 

1958 

48 

1957 

60 

1956 

26 

1955 

2 

1954 

3 

1953 

1 

1952 

1 

Total 

141 

1 
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SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Sheppey  Water  Board  have  continued  with  a  programme  of 
new  works  to  replace  existing  works  and  to  provide  for  the  ever 
increasing  demands  from  the  expanding  holiday  trade.  The  increase 
in  demand  has  "been  noticeahly  accelerated  in  the  Leysdown  area 
with  the  new  main  drainage  scheme,  which  has  already  increased 
the  water  consumption  in  certain  holiday  camps  transferring  to 
main  drainage  "by  35/°. 

Improvement  works  were  carried  out  at  the  Wallend  Pumping 
Station  where  the  Borehole  was  shelled  out,  and  an  airlift  plant 
installed  to  remove  sand;  mains  extensions  were  carried  out  at 
Harps  Estate,  Abbey  View  Drive,  Brecon  Chase-,  Whybourne  Chase 
and  Bell  Parm  Lane,  Minster  and  Station  Road,  Leysdown. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  Board  and  the  Health  Department  are  shown  below. 


Supply 

No. of  samples 

jNo.of  samples  in  which  were  found 

taken 

Coliform  bacilli 

Paecal  Coli 

Warden  - 

j 

Untreated 

50 

3 

8 

Treated 

44 

1 

5 

Leysdown  - 

Untreated 

15 

5 

2 

Treated 

12 

1 

1 

Eastchurch  - 

1 

; 

Untreated 

48 

2 

3 

Treated 

27 

i 

i 

Wall  End  - 

Untreated 

46 

1 

— 

Abbey  Gate  - 

1 

Untreated 

49 

4 

11 

Treated 

48 

4 

4 

Private  sources 

6 

. 

6 
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9.  CAMPING-  SITES 


The  following  are  details  of  camping  sites  in  the  area  - 


Occupied  sites  . 

Approved  sites  not  yet  developed . 

Camps  with  mains  water  supplies  . . . 

Camps  connected  to  main  drainage . 

Camps  with  own  disposal  works  . 

Camps  served  hy  cesspools  . 

Camps  served  hy  pail  closets  . 

Total  number  of  dwellings  on  occupied  sites 


46 

7 

46 

22 

3 

18 

3 

4500  approx. 


The  46  camps  cover  an  area  of  approximately  335  acres. 

They  are  under  regular  supervision  hy  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  generally  speaking,  are  run  efficiently  and  are  not  often  the 
subject  of  complaint.  Where  main  drainage  is  now  available,  a 
total  of  850  chalets  have  been  provided  with  sinks  and  water  closets. 


10 .  MORTUARY 


A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  &  G-ravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  mortuary  facilities 
at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 


11.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  the  following  specimens 
were  examined  - 


Water. . . 
Cockles. 
Faeces. . 
Pig  meal 

12.  SHOPS  ACT 


• « •  ...  d4o 

.  .  .  •  .  o  1 

...  ...  1 o 

...  ...  1 


The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  this  Act. 
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SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1.  The  following  are  details  of  the  number  of  houses  built 
during  1958  and  the  total  since  the  war. 

Minster  Leysdown  Warden  Eastchurch  Total 


Council  houses; 

Completed  in  1958  .  20 

Completed  since  the  wars 

Permanent  .  318  14 

Temporary  .  26 

Under  construction  ....  8 

Private  enterprise; 

Completed  in  1958  .  15  2 

Completed  since  the  war  242  15 

Under  construction  ....  42  7 


20 


36  368 

6  32 

8 


17 

3  11  271 

5  1  55 


2.  One  Clearance  Order  was  made  and  confirmed  during  the  year. 
This  comprised  Nos.  21,  23,  25,  27  and  29  Chapel  Street,  Minster. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  Field  Bungalow, 
Leysdown  and  136  Halfway  Hoad,  Minster. 

Closing  Orders  were  also  made  on  72  and  74  High  Street, 
Eastchurch. 


3.  The  following  houses  were  demolished  in  consequence  of 
Demolition  Orders  - 

Rose  Tree  Cotta,ge,  White  Post  Corner,  Eastchurch 
The  Nook,  Greyhound  Road,  Minster 
1  and  2  Black  Cottages,  Lower  Road,  Eastchurch 
Field  Bungalow,  Leysdown. 


76 


4.  Action  taken  "by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 
during  the  year  is  summarised  below  ~ 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  which  were  included  by 

reason  of  bad  arrangement  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2)  Housing  Act  1967  ... 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  .  1 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  17(1) 

Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Sec ,17(1)  Housing  Act  1957 
Houses  closed  under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  . 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  Housing 

Act  1957  . .  ...  ...  . 

Houses  closed  under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  . 

Total  number  of  families  displaced  ...  . .  ... 

Repairs  in  the  period 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  made  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  ...  6 

Public  Health  Acts  -  Action  after  formal  notice.  . 

Housing  Act  1957  -  formal  notice  -  Sections  9  and  16.  ... 

Houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  Housing  Act  1957  . 

Improvement  G-rants 


Number  of  applications  approved  .  9 

Total  cost  ...  „ .  £2136 

Total  grants  made  ...  ...  . .  £1068 


Rent  Act  1957 


•  •  • 

9  9  ♦ 


5 

2 


6 


Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


•  •  • 


19 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


1.  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  now  45  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district 
retailing  "che  following  designations  - 


Pasteurised .  45 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  .  4 

Sterilised  .  37 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order  1958 
came  into  operation  in  April  1958  forbidding  the  retail  of  non- 
designated  milks  in  the  area.  No  raw  milk  was  being  retailed  when 
the  order  came  into  force. 


2.  ICE  CREAM 

56  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice 
cream.  One  manufacturer  is  also  registered. 


3.  MEAT  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  items  of  food  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  - 


Lamb .  5^  lb 

Beef .  6  lb 

Luncheon  meat  ...  8  lb 

Tinned  foods . .  ...  28  lb 

Potatoes  . 27  cwt 


Condemned  meat  is  stained  with  naphthalene  green  and  buried 
on  the  Scrap sgate  refuse  tip. 
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4.  FOOD  PREMISES 


(a)  82  inspections  were  made  of  the  following  food  premises 
registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1955  or  the 
Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954  - 

Premises  Inspections 


Ice  cream,  manufacture  and  sale  ....  56  61 

Preserved  food,  manufacture  .  2  18 

Dairies  .  1  3 


(b)  Other  food  premises  by  type  of  business  are  shown  below 


Butchers  . . 

Fishmongers  . . 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . . 

Confectionery  . 

Tea  rooms  .  . . . . . . 

General  stores,  including 

greengrocery  . . 


Bakeries 


9  plus  1  mobile 
7 

23 

4 

4 

74 

1 


239  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises. 


5.  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

There  are  six  fish  frying  establishments  and  all  are  kept 
satisfactorily.  Three  mobile  vans  operate  during  the  summer. 

6.  SHELLFISH 

There  is  no  commercial  collection  of  shellfish,  the  foreshore 
from  Garrison  Point  to  Warden  Point  being  a  prescribed  area  in  an 
Order  made  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934 
by  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority  in  1957..  This  forbids  the 
collection  for  sale  of  any  molluscan  unless  subsequent  treatment 
has  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the  Port  Health 
Authority. 

7 .  BAKEHOUSES 

There  is  only  one  bakehouse  in  the  district  and  it  is  operated 
satisfactorily. 
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8.  POOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Strugnell,  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for 
the  following  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the 

year  - 


Aspirin  for  Children .  1 

Custard  Powder  .  1 

Gin  . ’  2 

Ground  Cinnamon  .  1 

Pruit  Cake  Mix .  1 

Ice  Cream .  1 

Milk . 10 

Mint  Jelly . . .  ...  l 

Pickled  Onions  .  1 

Self-Raising  Plour  . 1 

Sugar  Frosted  Flakes  .  1 

Tomato  Sauce  . i 

Toothache  Remedy  .  1 

Vinegar  .  2 

White.  Pepper . .  ...  l 


All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following  - 

Milk  25 jo  deficient  in  fat  Advice  was  given  to  the 

producer.  A  series  of 
samples  taken  at  a  later 
date  all  showed  fat 
percentages  above  the 
required  minimum. 
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SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  - 


Premises 

— 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  he  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 
(no  mechanical  power) 

4 

6 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(mechanical  power) 

18 

19 

• 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  ... 

4 

5 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ...  Nil 


3. 


Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


•  •  • 


•  •  © 


Nil 
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APPENDIX  A 

Visits  and  Re-visits  during  1958 

Ashbins  . . .  9 

Bakehouses .  [  *  *  ]  ’  *  [  *  3 

Bug  infested  houses  . . .  ,  *  *  *  [  *  5 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  hugs)  . ’  10 

Filthy  conditions  . . .  5 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  .  33 

Defective  drainage  .  67 

Drainage  re-laid  . . .  . .  *  *  ’  *  14 

Factories  and  other  premises  under  Factories  Acts  .  30 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  .  42 

Public  health  interviews . . .  251 

Movable  dwelling’s  ...  . . . 1101 

Public  conveniences  .  11 

Rats  and  mice  . .  2761  (including  311  by’p.Hii) 

Refuse  collection  . . . ' .  26 

Refuse  tips  .  ig 

Schools  . . .  ’  [  m  3 

Shops  . .  .  . !  .* ! .*  113 

Stables  and  piggeries . 14 

Keeping  of  animals  . .  .  3 

Swimmin g  pools  8 

Water  sampling  7 

Water  supplies  . . .  .  . .  5 

Watercourses  . 3 

Mosquito  control  .  ...  23 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  49 

Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas  .  25 

Inspections  re  Demolition  Orders  and  Closing  Orders  .  ...  19 

Inspections  for  overcrowding  . 3 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  . 18 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations  .  9 

Infectious  disease  investigations  .  27 

Disinfections  . 6 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  .  19 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers  .  15 

Fried  fish  shops  .  25 

G-rocers  . .  .  .  . . . .  .  .  .  77 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers .  15 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  .  .  ,,,  3 

Ice  Cream  premises  . 61 

Restaurants  and  cafes..  ...  55 

Food  manufacturing  premises .  18 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  .  23 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes  .  4 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews  .  105 
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APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  in  1953 

Drainage  repaired  .  12 

Drainage  cleansed  . 53 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired .  7 

Roofs  repaired . ...  6 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  .  1 

Walls  repaired  ...  5 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  4 

Wall  plaster  renewed  .  5 

Ceilings  ...  9 

Floors  repaired . 10 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved  .  18 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  .  7 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  .  6 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  .  2 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated . ...  7 

Keeping  of  animals  abated  ...  .  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  .  26 
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